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/ The Preface. 

r 

H E Prodigious and Growing Wiched m 
9-efs of the Ago and Land in which 
we live, is Matter of Daily Grief 
j to dl who have any jufi Regard to the Ho* 
' mm of God, or do indeed wijh well. to their . 
Ndtive Country; Great and Incorrigible Sins 
being the common Fore-runners of very grie- 
- votu Judgments, and oftentimes the Prelude 
to a General Defolation. 

AND fure 'tis the Duty of all to bring 
what Helf they can, to quench this Fire, be- , 
fore it blazes out into a Wafting Flame, and 
rages too high to be Extinguished. Men can't 
be Indifferent to fuch ufeful and neceffary Ser- 
vice, without proclaiming their Neutrality in 
the Caufe of GOD, their Unconcern for 
the befi Inter efts of Men ; That they are with- 
drawn from their Allegiance to the Sovereign 
of the World, and are unwilling to appear on 
his Side: That they are Jhrunk into Spiritlefs 
Clods, and have no Life to be fpent in the 
Service of Mankind. 

THESE Confiderations, or fuch as thefe, 
have Incited fame within thefe few Tears, to 
Embody and unite their Forces again ft fnva~ 
ding and prevailing Vice, that did before waft 
like a P eft Hence at Noon- Day; and others to 
Hearten 'em on to the War, by all due En- 
couragements. Blefled be God that their/ 
Attempts have not been wholly Succefslefs. 

2. Aak 



The PREFACE. 

And oh ! that ntore might he jUrred up to 
follow the Glorious Example^ to hid Defiance 
to the Sins of Men, whilft the Tender eft Love 
and Pky to their. SqhIs and Bodies^ are the 
Generous Principles that Animate and carry 
them forward^ thro the vaft and difcour aging 
Undertaking. 

'"THE abounding of Iniquity , notwith (landing 
all their* Attempts^ doth affnre us^ Thatfome- 
thing is yet wanting to c ample at the Defign, 
jfqd hew ' much wond God be Glorified^ 
and. all good Men rejoyced ? What an Hapr 
finefs wou'd it be to the Land in General, if 
feme Method con'd he found out, and put in 
Execution with Vniverfal Sncccfs; fp as to 
gtwe a Check to, and drive back the Swell- 
ing Torrent, bring a Blnfh into the Face of 
Sin, force it into a Corner, to he perpetrated 
in the Retreats of Darknefs, and avoid the 
Shine of Day, Men woud by Degrees be brought 
to an Abftinence from Evil, tf they were thns 
made afhamd of it, Confidence , that by the 
Solicitations and Encouragements of Company ^ 
is frequently Baffled and put to Silence , wotfd 
then \ /peak with the more Ajfurance and Com- 
mand, and force the Trembling Wretch to 
hear. Bat till it Jhall pleafe the Great God 
to poor forth much larger Meafnrcs of hots 
jSptrit and Grace, we have no fitch a Glorious 
Reformation in ProfpeEt, 

T E f muft we not wipe our Months, and 
fM? tur Hands into out Bofom, as if the Def- 
/&T *f/iich * Jtlejfed JtcvolKti©^ lotre Ju$- 
1^ *V*nv 



lTk^« 



I The PREFACE. 

fient Difcouragement from all Attempts againft 
Sin. The Means are to be ufed\ and what 
was jufl now fuggefled^ direfts ut to one Me* 
9 thod of curing the Predominant Evil ; the 
Difcwery of the Caufe being in tnofl Cafes , 
the readiift way to find out proper Remedies 
for the Diftcmper. 

A ND I coincide, U fhould be obvious to 

all f who know any thing oj the World^ That the 

Devil makes mofi Slaves among Men 7 and holds 

all who are once Inveigled^ the f after in his 

Chains i .'by Enfnaring Society. A Combination 

in Crime^ creates Boldnefs in Sinning. Afwful 

Emulation puts upon the more uncommon Arts 

and Improvements of Vice % and prompts to that 

Aizafurc ofWickednefs which wotsd be frightful 

to the Sinner whilft alone \ which he wotCd not 

have the Courage to Commit , if he had not fome 

bold and defperate Abettors. 

HOW many Millions hath the Devil ruw x d 
in all Ages^ by thefe Methods f How many art 
now ruining tncmfclves^ thro' his Advice by his 
under Counfellors f How many are there 9 who in 
their Immature Age afforded piegnant Hopes of 
doing fomething more than Common for the Scri 
vice of the Church ofChrifl^ and their Country ^ 
that have been drawn a fide by the Snares of a 
vinous Society \ and after a little Converfc with 
them^ have worn out all former Sober Impreffi- 
ons, have become the Reproach of their Family % 
the Bane of their Neighbourhood^ the Ruiners of 
their Country^ (as far a* 'twas in tWvr toratt^ 
/&*&*£«** of the Chkrcb* and Bnrthuu to^enw 
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felves. Oh how Induftrioufly^ when once they 
are engagd^ dotheir mad Companions endeavour 
to drown^or cafi out every Serious Thought that 
won'd make 'em jhrink from Sin f How carefuly 
is. every thing banifiid the Company , that woud 
lay their vain or vitions Minds under any Re- 
ftraintsf Andhowfuddenly mnft their Rain be 
finifhedy who are once eqter din to fo vile a Con* 
federacy % and given up to the Conduit and Com" 
tnand offuch Fatal Directors ? Many mournful 
Parents throughout England, who have had all 
their Hopes of their Children , in this way^blafted 
and defeated at once^ can give a melancholy Re- 
lation of their fudden Proficiency in F r ice t and 
how ob ft in at ely deaf they have been to all their 
pious Perfiwajions^ after they have once been 
Charm" d and Chain d by the Allurements of vain 
andvitiotts Companions. Many defperately wicked 
Wretches that have now Seafd their Confidences^ 
put out even their Natural Light , and are trans- 
ferred into Brutes and Monfters^ tho* they were 
cnce promifing Inftances of a Careful Education^ 
com 'd (if they had the Honefty or Courage) tell y 
how they were fir ft drawn away bythefe Bewitch- 
ing Charms i and howfoon they grew up to Hardy 
Defers of the Authority ofGod^ the ferious Ad- 
vices of Men , and the Checks of their own Con- 
fidences* 

I amfure, ail that look before them muft fiee 7 
that evil Converfamn hath been the great Cor- 
rupter of our Age ; the Debaucher of our Princi- 
ples and Morals. Thif hath multiplied the Im- 
jp'M AJfanlters of our Chriftian F*itb in grofo 

. and 



The PREFACE. 

an i the fever al Important Articles of it. This hath 
brought in upon us a Torrent of Lewdnefs and De- 
bauchery, and carry d Impudence in Sinning to that 
prodigious Height, as vras unknown to the Heathen 
World, and woud have been a ff ranger ObjcSHonin 
the Mouths of their thinking Men again ft Chriftia- 
nity, than all the Myfieries in it. This bathfilfd 
all Places rtith Profanefs and Blafphemies, dreadful 
Curfes and Imprecations ;fo that there is no walking 
our Streets without having our Ears grated, and our 
very Hearts chiltd, with this Language of Hell. 
This hath brought fuch a General Contempt upon 
Preaching, and other Divine Ordinances, and em- 
bolden d Men to make a Jeft of Sacred Inftitutions 
and droll upon the Bible. This hath Thind our 
Churches, and filtd the Play-Houfes, thofe Semina- 
ries of Weciedneffy that feem to have been Eretted 
by the Devil, to Confront Chriflian Affemblys, and 
jhew that he hath Vaffalsat his Command, to preach 
up boldly his Kingdom, and a more numerous Throng 
to attend upon thdr InfiruFlions, than an Holy Jefus 
can Boaft of in fever at Churches thro the Land. 
Wretches that can dare to ferve him at the Expend 
of their Fame, Health, Eftatcs? at the Hazard of 
their Bodys and Souls, every thing that is dear to 
them, and deferves to be valued in Ttme y and to 
Eternity. This (in a Word) hath brought that Ge- 
neral Coldnefs. in the Caufe ofGOD, upon the Pro- 
feffors of UJriJUanity, and thofe Departures from 
him % that are the fearful Indications of a more Ge- 
neral DefeEtion and Apoftacy. 

OH formidable Trogrefs of Vice, even in aChfi- 

ftian Land, where the Laws of GOD and Man 

have appear i to controul it ! Ani mnjl T»ic\eJ.C&m- 

pany be e/teemda Principal Gwje of tins A4on^r<mv 

Cromh i And is it not Time for jbme t* Swnfc \Vv 

u4lanm, M d let poor uwtarriSinntr* Ynm tbt'B 

1*4 the Danrtr of it t Is iolot Time for V*"" 
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tllfpade from fact) pemicions Conversation i Ah f 
. wo*d to God we cotid difwade, that we coud (hew 
poor heedlefs Wretches their Danger, fo as to aff- 
righten * em from it. But the Means mttft be fifed, 
And the Succefs left to him, who in all fech Cafes 
mnfi give the Increafe. 

- I have made feme Attempt therefore fof the Re- ' 
medy of this Evil, and that thro the Blefffng of 
GOD it might be of General Advantage, have 
venturd to make it Publick in a Critical Age. (tho 
not without the De/tre of many, and Approbation of 
feme, whofe Judgment 1 value much more than 
mine own) May that Great God (who once by a 
Stone from the Hand of aSripling,beat down a Giant, 
who bad Defiance to his Armies, and therefore to 
his Power) now Glorify his Excellent and Saving 
Might, by worling feme fech Eff>:Els by the prefent 
EJfay. That feme may be calld oft from wicked Com- 
pany that are already engagd, others may be deterrd 
from it, and kept out of Reach, and all may be left 
without Excufe, into whofe Hands this fhall fall, who 
will not be warnd nor reclaimed. 

J fhall finifh this Preface (already fwelFd beyond 
my fir/} Intention} when I have defird (r.) AS fetch 
as wifh well to the De/tgn, to Second it with their 
fervent Prayers toGOD, that the Attempt may 
not altogether fail oj Sticcefe. (2.) AH who think 
the Difeoxrfe fitly form d to promote this End, and 
have Ability, to render it as Generally afeful as may 
hes And (3.) Such as are Enfnard or Endanger d 
hy Evil Company^ especially the Touth, to weigh fe- 
r'mfly what is offer d to Confideration^ to be Faithful 
- to themfelves % and not flifle or wit hH and the ConviUi- 
ons *f their Consciences, and defy God*, harden them- 

Jf/ve/y and bring upon them 4 <jnicfc and intviublc 

#*w fyfuch Oppojimn. 



Prov. XIII. 20. Lat. Part 

A Companion of Fools Jhall 
be defiroyed. 

TH E Impt cflions made upon the Minds 
of Men, by the Society to which they 
joyn themfelves are fo notorious, that 
among mod Civilized Nations it is grown 
cuftomary to defcribe a Man by his Com* 
pany. The Society a Man prefers and ofes 
is efteem'd one of the belt Difcoveries of 
his inward Temper, and his CourfeofLife. 
And I am fure, Man, whofc Nature feems 
contriv'd for a Social, not a Solitary" State ; 
whofe Inborn Propenfions render him Fond 
of Companions, Ihould ufe a great Meafurc 
of Prudence in the Choice of them ; fince 
their Influence is fo natural and univcrfal. 
He who would not bring upon himfelf a 
Quick and a Certain Ruin, muft rcfufe 
the Familiar Coriverfe of thofe, whole Ad- 
vice, Example, and Courfe of Life, do di- 
redly and plainly tend thereto. - But 
fuch who call themfelves Cbrifti**s, are 
above all othtfrs concerned to guard them- 
felves here, becaufe the Rymi \)&tfi ^«^ 

A *«* 
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ture upon by fuch a Converfation, is c 
the molt frightful Kind^ exceeding grea 
and irreparable. And one wou'd think thi 
were fan. Argument Powerful enough ft 
deter them from, a Choice of fuch forthei 
Conjpanions, whofe Temper of Mind, an< 
Courlc of Life, arp flatly oppofite to thof 
Sacred i?relcriptions by which they are ob 
lig'd to think and walk. 

THE Wife Preacher thinks kfufficien 
therefore; to caution againft this Society 
by fhewing the dangerous Contagion there 
of; and fuppofes that every Man in hi 
Senfes, would take the Hint from fuch ; 
Difcovery ; And as for the Sake of thei 
Bodies, they flee. from One lick of th< 
Plague, or any deadly Diftemper o 
the like Contagious Nature ; fb, for tb< 
Sake of much more important Intercfts 
they would rfhun that Society whirf 
txpofes them to Hazards and Dangers o 
the moft , Fatal Confequence . 
. ANDyctalafs! we fee the Generalitj 
of Mankind are wreck'd on this Rock ; un- 
done by the Society with which they con- 
vcrfej 

IT may not then be improper to let 
in View fome of the mifchievous and rui- 
notis EfFefts of evil Company; which the 
Words of our Text do fb fully Affert.: A 
Companion of Fools Jbtll be defiroyed. 

THE 
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' H E Words arc aq entire PropoGtion, 
:h when we have explain'd and con- 
'd, we fhall endeavour to improve: 
i all in this Order. 

WE (hall tell yon who the Fools 
wbofc Society is fo Deftructivc. 

. WE (hall (hew you, who is to be 
ited a Companion of Fools. 

I. W E (hall endeavour to prove, that 
a Companion of Fools is in the ready 
/ to certain Ruin. 

J. DRAW fome Inferences from the' 
le ; Of thefe,in Older. 

LET us enquire who thofe Fools 
whole Society is ip .our Text aflferwjt 
e Deftruftive* And w are by.tbeFbql* 
, not to underftand one whom fome 
ural Defeft depive* of tbe due Ufe o£ 
thinking Faculties, and Powers •, but 
: whom vicious Babit$ hinder from 
it Exercife of thofe Faculties, about tbe r 
cers of his higheft and beft Intereft; 
i it is very obvious, upon a little Ac* 
otance with Scripture Stile, that Fool 
kicked are very frequently Terms of jhe 
j Scnfe and Signification. The immediate- frov. * 
receeding Vcrfe here, may be tBk«aa%aa$. 14c 
mce. It is an Afafrni&ion f«v ^wte'W 
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24.cn # 9. to depart from Evil. And many ma 

•26. ch. might be quoted. And it is no Wond 

10. 1 t v that the fame Book of God that tells 1 

III Pfa. The Fear of the Lord is the beginning of tVi 

10. 25, dom^ i. e. The Height and Perfection of i 
Job 28. fhould call fuch as are deftitutc of tt 
Fear, Fools. 

THE Wicked Perfon then in gener 
is the Fool, wbofe Company is here a 
ferted to be definitive : And he is a wicl 
edPerfbn, who impenitently perfith in 
Courfe of known Sin: The Tenor < 
whofe Converfation doth manifeft, that I 
is under the Reigning Power of fome Vi< 
Cefpecially if it be a grofs notorious Sin 
Now, tbefe being, various v chat we ms 
the more fully underftand who thofe Foo 
are, it will be proper to defcend to Pa 
ticuhrs, and point them out to you, acco 
ding to the Vice that predominates in tl 
Heart, and fliews it lelf molt in the Coi 
ver fation: And here it is fit that the 

•I. CAVILING Unbeliever fliou] 

lead the Van, as the chief, and moft dai 

2 Pet. 4. gerous of all. He who gives not Cred 

3,4*3Fiu4rhimfelf to the Principles of reveaPd c 

1 8. natural Religion, and doth what he can f 

cavil others out of their Belief .• That pri 

tends to own no God, the Almighty Pi 

rent and Ruler of the World, who fbou* 

give Being to all Thiugs owtavtfd thereto 
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affign them their rarious Stations and Ser- * T 
vices, and Efficacioully prefcribe Rules to 19 ' 
them, for their ready Regularity in their 
Motions; but afcribes this Beautiful and 1 T 
Orderly Univerfe, and the regular and 
Harmonious Motions of all the Beings in it , 
to the neceflary Tendency of ftupid Mat- 
ttr,or the powerful Efficacy of blind Chance .• 
( A Word that however it may cheat with 
its Sound a refolv'd Infidel, doth in Reali- 
ty liguify juft nothing ) Or if he own a 
God, will confine him to Heaven, and re- 
} move him far away from any Sight or Ob- 1/4.1 
* femtion of his Creatures, or Concern with tb. 4 
them ; and will pretend to skirmifli with and 
his weak Sophiftry againft thefe lmpreg- l2 * 1 
liable Truths. 
■ HE that pretends to own no Depend- 
. ance upon any Suprcam, Wife, and Al- 
; mighty Being, foe his Life and Enjoyments ; 
no Subjection to the Law and Rule of any 
Supream Lord, or any Obligations to uie 
his Faculties and Powers, moderate and 
confine his Paflions and Appetites, or or- 
der his Behaviour towards his Fellow Crea- 
tures, according to his Preferiptionsj who 
will offer his Cavils again ft all the plain 
Duties that Natural Religion teaches; and 
will dare to queftion (at leaft) whether you 
owe God any Reverence, Love or Obe- 
dience i whether you are under any Tyes 
of Ju&icc, Faithful fiefs, Haneft^ ^ ^m\v^> 

A3 ** 
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or Kindnds to your Fellow* Creatures j whe- 
ther you fbould have any Concern for your 
principal Part, the Soul ; dr obferve any 
Rational Decorum* or Comeliriefs, in your 
A&ions.- And is very free to avow, that 
you may lire as you lift * r and permit Apr 
petite and Fancy, Lull aod Paffion, to range 
as .tbey pleafe ; without any Regard to the 
Dignity of the reafonable Nature, the Wel- 
fare of your Fellow-Creatures, your Fame, 
or Bodily Health •, yea, or the Sovereignty 
and Honour of your Supream LORD: And 
*to offer fomething that he calls Reafon, for 
the Judication of thefe his wild Principles .• 
Or, if he profefles to own the Principles of 
Natural Religion, will yet tell you the.Bible 
is all Sham and Forgery, your Saviour a 
Cheat, his Gofpel an Irapofture j the Do- 
ctrines therein contain'd aflat Con trad i&ioij 
and impoffible*. That the Terrors of Hell 
and the Triumphs of Heaven are all Ima- 
ginary; as vain dnd del u for y as the Fig* 
meats of the Heathen Poets - ? and is very 
prompt and ready to try his Skill in making 
good his Charge, and in endeavouring to 
flifcredit thole reafonable Evidences which 
have in all Ages born up the Credit of 
Chriftianity, and made Way for its Re- 
ception, Entertainment, and Eftabli foment 
in the World. 

AND Wonder not that I rank fuch 
prodigious Blaiphemcrs as ttefe^ *mou%the 

^ » . . . * 
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Fools, whole Society Is ruinous anddeflru- 
ftive. This youll fay appears at the firft 
Glance : The very Breath of fuch Men is 
:: . Mortally Venomous, who would rob GOD 
c; : ! of the Honour of their Being and Enjoy- 
-Ajj fflents, and of the Sovereignty of the World; 
n ^ CH R 1 S T of the Honour of his Salmi- 
}\- on^ and turn the Earth into a Den of 
cV Thieves, of Beafts and Furies; But fure 
there can be none fo mad and monftruous 
among Men ! Yes Sirs, our unhappy Times 
afford too many of them. And perhaps 
your own Converfation will afford you (till 
Inftances of more ; who if they don't flatly 
difown all thefe neceflary Truths, do yet 
disbelieve to that Degree, the Revelation 
contained in the Bible, as to Evacuate the 
weighty Doftrines thereof, and render them 
Null, as to the Influence they fliould have 
npon their Minds. That not only fay in 
their Hearts, There is no G$d\ but avowff*/. 
their Infidelity by their Pra&ices: Or, if 
they own a GOD, will take away Juftice 
and Wifdom, and Holinefs from his Na- 
ture, and make him up of Attributes every 
way Iriconfiftent with Divine Perfe&ions. 

7. THE Prophane and Blafpheraer. 
He who will profefs to own the Being of 
a God, and the Awful Truths delivered in attw. 
the Bible ; and therefore to owt\ * G<AV&- v 
ycttecf with all thofe IhimttfL Gtasp]** *n\ 
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poffefs d of thofc Excellcnci es and PerfpSi r 
ons which the holy Scriptures afcribe to h;m : 
But yet will treat him with the famp Scorn 
and Contempt as he would caft bn the 
imofl: trifling Fellow-Creature, that will 
tpfs about his Name in common Difcour ft, 
with theutmoft Levity and Unconcerned- 
nelsi that upon trivial Provocations receiv'4 
from a Companion, w|U turn the Edge 
of their Refentments againft God him felt; 
Dare the Thunders of his Power, and detje 
Damnation, or elfe with it may he the 
dreadful Portion of fuch as have offended 
them; thatrageatfuchasin tender Pity tell 
them of their Madnefs and Danger^ fpitefully 
reproach them with the Name of Saints, and 
perfecute them as the Troiiblers of their 
wicked Peace; that laugh at them as whim- 
fical Fools, who too much dread the Wratfy 
of an Angqr G O D,pr Sin which deferves it; 
( and is in its own Nature (perhaps) more 
frightful) and make top njuch Trouble- 
fome Adoe about going to Heaven j that 
{dock and deride all ferious Godlinefs, bid 
Defiance to the Checks of their own Con- 
sciences ; the Vengeance of their God, and 
the Miferies of Hell: Or elfe asprophane- 
Jy prcfume t That (tho f they trample under 
Foot his moft Sacred Inftitutiqns, contemn 
his Laws, reproach, vilifie and abufe his 
Servants, difdain the Honourable ftriftnefs 
T ' '" • ' -of 
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of their Profeflion, and offer them the 
higheft Indignities and Outrages ) he will 
fondly overlook thefe Provocations of theirs, F f* f °- al 
and receive and carefs them with the ten? 
derefl Pity and Love/ Or however, are 
refold to put all to the Hazard ; and tho' 
they treat GOD in the moft contempti- 
ble Manner whilft alive, by braving his 
Jultice, Blafpheming his Name, fporting 
with his Vengeance, fcorning his facred ln- 
ftitutions, Snuffing at his Services and Wor- 
fhip, trampling upon his Authority and 
Regal Power, flighting his Grace and 
Son, and laughing at his Holinefs, or the 
Tranfcript thereof, drawn by Grace upon 
the Hearts of real Believers, will yet venture 
upon his Mercy when they die, and launch 
forth into his terrible Prefence then, with a 
Confidence more Blafphemous than the 
vjleft of their Behaviour whilft alive. 

3. THE Sabbath-breaker may very fitly 
be fubjoyn'd to the Foregoing.- (The Sin 
it felf being an high Contempt ot Divine 
Authority, and leading on to an efhbliihed 
Contempt of G Q D in all other Inftances :) 
3e who will acknowledge hirafelf under no 
Obligation tp fet apart One Day in Seven 
or the Service of GOD, or the great In- 
erelt and Concern of his precious Soul: 
Jut makes the L O R D's Day a Time of 
jjjfifle/s or PJeafure ? without. «« *W»-= 
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ing in the publick Affemblies of the Saints 
or honouring GOD by a faithful life 
of the Ordinances he hath appointed for 
the beginning and carrying on to Perfecti- 
on, a Life of Grace; and which are adrai- 
niftred ufually on this Holy Day: Or if he 
doth afford his bodily Prefence, is yet wea- 
ry of the Confinement, and as foon as the 
Publick Service of the Day is over, reck- 
ons the reft of the Time his own ; and 
fpends itin idle Walks or Vifits, in the Ta- 
vern or Coffee- Houfe, in impertinent Chit 
and Converfation, without ever with- 
drawing from the World, to look into 
his Heart, or examine into his Frame, whilfl 
attending upon Ordinances; or what he 
has rcapt by his Attendance; without ever 
taking Care to Inftruft his 'Family in the 
neceffary Truths of the Chriftian Religion, 
to Catechife them, pray with them, read 
the Holy Scriptures to them, or make them 
Jenfible that they have aGOD to pleafe 
and Glorifie, and Souls to fave that are 
worth more than the World : Or, if he may 
fometimes drop fome Words concerning 
thefe Things, yet 'tis in fuch a light, un- 
jferious Manner as is never likely to make 
any laving Impreflion upon them, and what- 
ever he faith to them; yet by hs own 
carnal, idle and carelefs Behaviour on this 
Holy Day, doth much to perfwadc them {in 
flat Contradi&ion to tte Scttooitts \ that 
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;•;; the way to. Heaven is broad and fmooth, and 

U'tl eafy, and that. there is no fuch Danger 

: i of a Milcarriage, as fbou'd make them over 

-•-.I follicitous about their Salvation. In a 

te«* I 

Word, he who on this Day is not firioiifly 
concernM in Publick and Private, in the 
Church, and in his Clofct and Family, to 
: : :j promote his own Salvation and theirs who 
:ci-i are committed to his Charge } that doth not 
a:j! cfteem the Day indeed devoted or confe- 
r.. 1 crated to GOD : Or if he hath fuch a 
\z: Thought, will yet fpend it in Vifits, Feaft- 
ings, Pleafures for which he had no Vaca- 
tion in the Week; or elfe would over- 
ilij look it, becaufe he efteem'd the LORD'S 
Jul Day a Seafon of greater Leifure for Atcend- 
? J ance on his Friends or his Pleafures, is ano- 
:h;t ther of the Fools whole Society is to be 
■a* cfteemed Perilous. 

jc, ' lhall not fpend Time in proving 
■"i i Chrifcians under an Obligation to Hallow 
ft | this Day , but refer the Reader that calls 
re i for fuch Proof, to a brief Traftatc of the 
j ! Reverend Mr Baxter on this Head : Only Hfr ?h 
g ' 1 would beg Leave to obferve, That fuch A f r ^ 
as difpute againfc the ftrid Obfervation cf ^vD 
this Day, would rob the Church of Chrift 
of one of htr molt valuable Priviledges, 
lince 'tis Morally impoOible, that the Multi- 
tudes among Chriftians fhould have Time to 
mind the great Concern of their Souls to 
any Purpo/fc if God had not o\ta\t£& 
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this Day for an Holy Vacation from fecolar 
Bulinefsand worldly Vanity, for their imme- 
diate Attendance upon his Worfhip •, even . 
Chriftians themfelves would be too deeply i 
tmmers'd in fecular Coacerns, and grow too I 
unmindful of another World, if the Week- 1 
ly Returns of this Day did not relieve them. 
And I need not fay any Th'fig to make 
thofe Holy Souls who live in Believing, Logg- 
ing Expectations of (pending a long Eter- 
nity in the joyful Service of their God, fear 
fible how great their Felicity is, in having 
One Day in Seven fet apart for the fame 
Work here Below ; that on Earth they may 
begin the Mufick of Heaven, and get their 
Hearts, by holy Exercife, more fitced to the 
Life and Employment of Saints in Glory. 

4. THE Religious Difputer; ftf Imay 
Cor. i.fo call one that hath really no Religion, be- 
.iTim. fides what floats in the Head without fink? 
*» *• ing as deep as the Heart, or making any 
Saving Imprefllons there) who is upon all 
Occafioas very ready to publiflv his Conceits, 
makes a mighty Pother about the Notion* 
he hath either receiv'd from Tradition, or 
fpun out of his own Fertile Brain ; and will 
fpend whole Hours, or Days, in ufelefs En- 
quiries, 'Afiertions, Oppofitions and De? 
bates, but never ferioufly examines what 
pra&ical life fhould be made of the Prind- 
ples he owns, and with (b rau&ti V^Uepied- 
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:y maintains, how his own Heart fiiould be 
iffeftcd wich them ; or how he ihould em- 
Joy them for the Propagation and For- 
herance of real Godlineis: Who is very 
iercein difputing for his particular Noti- 
>ns concerning Grace, the Will of Man, 
he Method of Divine Decrees, the Mod<S 
f Perfonal Subfiftence in the Trinity, (which 
ift no Man underftands, and therefore fure- 
?not the moft forward and confident in their 
)eterminations ) and the Nature of Faith, 
s Inter eft in Justification, &c. when alafs! 
he Truth of none of theft Inftances is 
>M by them to humble and quicken them, 
) perfwade them toConfecrate and Devote 
rcmfclves to God, and live by his Gra- 
ious Influences, according to the Diredion 
f his Holy Wordj no Pains taken to ma- 
tfeft themfelves to be true Believers and 
iftify'd, by the Operative Virtue of their 
aith \ nor any Thing mingled with their 
lifputes, that hath any ferrous Savour, or 
:nds to the Furtherance of real vital Re- 
gion : Who will unweariedly canvaft the 
ontroverfies now Afoot in the Chriftkm- 
/orld, about the Out-works and Appen- 
ces of Religion, about Church-Officers, 
overmnent, and Cenfures \ about Modes 
: Worfhip, Forms and Ceremonies j op- 
>feor defend with Eagernefs and Heat*; 
^a, with fiery Zeal, a Zeal that will not 
ily continue themfelves, but \A«* wi 
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and tvalt all round them, whilft they are 

utterly unconcern'd about cherifhing the 
Vitals, the Inward Warmth and living Pow- 
er of true Religion, and at once permit 
their Love to GOD and their Neighbour 
to freeze, and languifh, and die: And in all 
their eager Difputes, never concern them- 
felves to make Converts to Chrift •, but only 
forward and confident Zealots of their 
own Side. They make many Times a trou- 
blefom Noife for their own Fancies, but are 
little concern'd about the Frame of 'their 
Hearts, the Order of their Conversions, 
the Honour of G O D, or the true Advan- 
tage of thofe with whom they convrfe. They 
talk upon all Gccafions, even to Dulnefs, 
about the belovgd Notion ; and if they can 
by {heir Talk make a Profelyte to their 
Opinion, their End is gain'd j it is no Con- 
cern of theirs,, what Effeft it hath upon 
the Heart and Life, nor how the Per (on con- 
forms his Behavior to the plain, unerring, 
indifputable Rules of Living, prefcrib'd in 
the Scriptures. 

NOT That I am here drawing up an 
Accufat ion againft all fober Enquiry into the 
Abftrufe Do&rines of Christianity, or Zeal 
for the fmalleft Truth, provided it be duly 
temper'dj fo that Men don't forget the 
common Frailty, don't chill and deftroy 
that Chriftian Love and Charity which is 
the very Life of true Religion* to which 
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all the Troths of the Gofpcl do m their own 
Nature Tubferve, and ftiould by Chriftians 
be us*d for that purpofe. But I think thcfe 
Men that make a Scir and Pother about 
Notions andOpinions,(be they never fo true 
and of themfelves never fo important) whilifc 
they aie carelefo about the Intereft of G O D 
in their own Souls, and the World, and 
!■ (hew as little Concern for the Propagation 
ff 1 of true Godlinefs, (by which I mean a 1 ife 
1 * of holy Devotednefs to God thro' Chrift) 
fl are the raoft egregious, Fools, and cant 
: ; efcape the Charadter of the Wicked. They 
really do as much Prejudice to the Inte- 
reftsof Religion ( perhaps more) thande- 
I clar'd Infidels; fince Mens natural Horror 
J at their Principles, may keep them out of 
? the Reach of Infeftion by them \ when on 
\ the other Hand, Mens natural Averfion 
[ to Sound Pra&ical Religion will eafily cheat 
j them into a Perfwafion, that a fu per fin- 
al Knowledge floating in the Brain, is the 
Sum of Chriftianity \ when thole that make 
the moftNoify Contentions about it,can con- 
tent themfelves with fuch a flight Religion* 
\ and never aim to feel the deeper Influences 
1 of their own Principles, tounderftand the 
hidden Life of the true Believer. 1 adjoyn, 
becaufe of their Affinity 

5. T H E Perfecutors who hate the Pow- 
er of Godlinefs, vrhilft none perhaps vwow 
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iJt '/• ' particular Opinion ; and therefore will upon 
all Occafions^be railing at fuch as differ from 
them, and loading them wich*the bafeft 
Reproaches, and the higheft Injuries \ ef- 
pecially if their Lives manifeft any Thing 
of that Powerful, Living, and Real Rejigi- 
on which themfelves hate; and do their 
utmoft by treachorous Arts and open Vi- 
olence, to defame and ruin them : That will 
upon all Occafions be reproaching them for 
Luty**- f- Hypocrites or Hereticks, for Enemies to U- 
AStt ii.6, nity and Order, for Rebels againft Govcrn- 
7* ment, and Difturbers of the Worlds Peace. 

. And when they have thus reprefented them 
to the Prince and the People, thus dreft 
them up in the Skins of Beafts, make them- 
felves Sport by expofing them to the Herd, 
and feeing them worried and torn to Pie- 
ces : That are evermore contriving Ways 
to rid their Hand* of thofe troublefome Pre- 
*M 37. cifians, that will not let them fleep quietly in 
la « their finful Delufions, aud cheat themfelves 

with a fatal Misperfwaiion, that it is not 
real Piety, but a Feavourifli Zeal for Some- 
what elfe, that is the neceflary Way to 
P/i.42.10. Heavenly Glory: That never come into 
T9« ** 7- fuitable Company, but their Dilcourfe is 

V' 4 '/* f° me wa y ot ^ er l ac 'd w ^ t * 1 bitter ScofB and 
' Reproaches,with falfe Accufations and mali- 
cious Slanders of their Religious Neighbours: 
And never fail to clofeup the Difcourfe with 

an 
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an Hearty Curie of too troublefbme Piety, 
and avow'd Refolutions to do their utmoft 
by Slander and Forgery, and Violence, to 
free the Earth of fuch an ill humour'd Stridt- 
nefs as will not let them play the Devil 
and the Beaft, without fome inward Re- 
proaches of their Conference, that upon the 
Obfervation of the ftrift Converfatioa 
of others, will not fail to upbraid them 
with the loofenefs of their own ; and by 
its inward Torments, and Self Vexations, 
convince them, That the Matters of God 
are not to be playd with, nor his Vengeance 
to be ruflrd upon, without Perils of the 
higheft Nature and Confequence .• Whodo^ ltf 
their utmoft to mifchicf them without Law, u.m 
and if they can get the Countenance of Au- *. cb. . 
thority, will ruin without any Manner of E ft* 3* 
Pity, in the moft barbarous and inhumane 
Manner, and offer up the moft Innocent 
to an inftigated Mob, to be rob'd, inful- 
ced, tortur'd and butcherd. 

tf. THE Scurrilous Perlbn. He who 
without any Regard to his own Honour, 
the Interefts of Truth, or the Common De- 
cency that Mankind (hould obferve in their 
Aftions, will fpordwith the Follies and Mi- jv*.i 7 
[takes of his Neighbours, and by Ludicrous 
Eleprefentations, endeavour to render them 
idiculous : That will cake the Grow Ytaeofo ^ %v 
a /port with their Sins, aad u\Vl wsx xka. 
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melancholy So bjeft with that mad andfport- 
ful Derifion, as difcovers anExceis of Lo ve 
to the Sin, whilftthey make their Neigh- 
bours the Subjeft of their Mirth .- Who walk 
. themfelves byoo fteady Rules, and will upon 
Occafion jell with their own Crimes,and en- 
, deavour to fet them forth with that lewd and 
wanton Railery, as will fpur them on to a 
lrelh,Commiffion,that they may have frefhOc- 
cafion of Sport and Laugh ter^ and divert the 
Sting ofthofe InwardReproaches,that would 
•clifhearten them from the fame Pra&ices for 
-the Time to come.- Who are evermore 
indulging to a jocular Fancy, draining 
their empty Heads for a Jeft, but have their 
IJraifts.ever teeming with thofe bitter Scoffi 
and Ringing Raifery as maintain Mirth at the 
Expeqce of their own Innocency, their 
^. jr, ^ Ns|gh{)qurs Honour and Fame, and charm 
their Qonfciencet into a dead and carelefs 
Jtome ; and render them thereby dull and 
ufelefs Monitors in Cafes of Sin and Duty: 
Such as thefe who ufe fuch mad Sport, to the 
Reproach of their Neighhodr, the drefling 
g 9 both his Follies and Sin, nay, his Vertues 
[i/ l2 |thenjt&lyes, in a ridiculous Shape, to the 
{quiring away of their Time, Innocepcy, 
. r and Serioufnefs, are anpther Set of wicked 
Fools. 

7« THE Malicious \ whofe Paffions rea- 
dilytakeF'UQ upon the tteii^t^&Oc«€ou^ 
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rfcntly blaze ouc in a wafting Blame-, 
11 fpare nothing, but burn up a Neigh- 
'erlon, Eftate, or good Name, with- 
ly Pity or Reraorfe ; Such as can't be 
iy longer than they are doing Mis- 
by falfe Accufations, or fup pre fling 
eeeflary Part of Truth, that gives to 
the trued Chara&er of their Neigh- 
That raifeGroundlefsSufpicions,or 
;hey are once a-foot,ufe their belt En- 
irs to help cm forward ; and to make 
lara&er of the Perfon they would de- 
x>k the more hideous,t>ublifli the word 
lereof with the utraoft Art and Pafli- 
id either wholly conceal, or difguife 
real Beauties : That whifper about the 
of others,and by a flight Charge of 
y, give Birth to the Report, and band 
ill ,it grow publick and notorious * 
the fir ft malicious Author of the Scan- 
hereby conceal'd, and his" Neighbour 
not how to vindicate or right bim- 
Such as cant forgive an Injury once 
but upon all Occalions^and in all Com- 
pare reciting an Hiftory oftheWrong, 
ing their ownRefentmentsofUt, re- 
it perhaps with a more mifchievous 
and will in the whole of their Car- 
render their own implacable Temper 
oas, and difcover (per haps J a great* 
lination to ftab and QVUtd^ > xisa& to 

e and fae reconciled* ^ m _ 
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THE Perfons mentioned in the forego- 
ing Head, made merry with their Neighbours 
Faults and Follies ; which Mirth is really in- 
confiftent with 'the true Principles offobcr 
Reafbn; but thefe Men are not only beiide 
themfelves, bot indeed raving: Their own 
Temper will not permit them to be eafy in 
themfelves .- They are lick of perpetual Dif- 
quiet,and are willing to fpread the uneafy E- 
vil all around thcm,vent their own Spleen,by 
reviling and injuring their Neighbour, to en- 
kindte in his Bread the fame Raging Paffi- 
on that rages in their own * And who knows 
m 7.1 4» bow far a Difference in this Manner begun, 
may be carried ? And to what Height fuch a 
Flame will blaze, if it meets with Spirits of 
this (ore uneafy Temper,who are apt quickly 
to take Fire, and have no Command over the 
Deftru&ive Paffion. 

8. THE Defigning Knave; who is al- 
ways' craftily carrying on fbme fecret De- 
fign ; hides himfelf from his honeft wdl 
meaning Neigbour, whilft he is twitting 
into his Affe&ions, prying into his Secrets, 
and will be fure, by fbme Way or other, to 
fcrve himfelf by him, tho* it be to his Hurt 
or Ruin.- He that ordinarily in Difcourfc, 
difguifes his Meaning; feldom fpeaksouc 
thetioneft and fimple Perfwafion of his Mind, 
but endeavours to infinuate into others, to ^ 

/gart* their Senfc of Thifc&s vt^ \FrtK*- 

Vet 
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arOccafions ; and then toferve his own De- 
icrsj fans, (whether of Malice,or Pride,lntereft,or 
a-f Humour )will betray bis Friend,publifh their 
private Converfe, and it may be, make it 
(peak quite different from its fii ft Drift and 
intention: Who in his Difcourles with o- 
thers always lies on the Referve, that he 
may upon all Occafions fetch liimfelf off, 
when a Charge is drawn up againft him 
by choie innocent Men, who have been 
wrong'd, and have fufler'd thro' his Occa- 
sion • Who takes Care to wrap up his Senfe 
in dubious Expreflions, that ic can hardly 
be known when he doth, indeed fpeafc his 
Thoughts, or will by fome Shifts and Eva- 
fions, warp his Words from their direct im- 
mediate Senfe, when any Thing is charg'd 
upoo him as a Fault, that is like to prove 
troublefome, chargeable, or perilous : He 
whp is Ihuffling in bis Trade and Bufinefs, 
and lays bis Baits tp entrap an unwary Dea- 
ler : That will make a Prize of his Ignorance, 
or Folly, and impofe upon him in any Traf- 
fick or Merchandize he doth not underftand: 
That will wheedle hjm into a Snare, or by 
any Arts whatever, that are not fair and ho- 
ncflr, that he is afham'd to bring to the Light, 
will cheat a Perfon iu his Eftate or Trade ; 
Specially if he does the Milchief with the 
fraootheft Pretences, and under a Mask of 
• Friendlhip, whilft he doth really only watcfc 

Jus Advantage to entangle m the ottat.* w& 
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make a Prize. Finally, (for this is force* 
times the Spawn of the former Vice* Malice) 
' r - 2 *' 2 4- -when a Perfon hath receaved real or imagi- 
nary Injuries from another, will ftrffer ^the 
Warmth of his Temper to enkindle his Re* 
loluion for Revenge, andkprofecute this Rc- 
folution by all the ways that Artful Malice 
can invent*, fo that if a fawning Friendfhip 
will cxpofe an harmlefs Man the more ea- 
fily to a Snare, this (hall -be carried on in 
the fuiootheft and mod: irreproachable Man- 
ner, till an Opportunity offers to gratify the 
Revenge, and then the Difguife (hall be 
thrown off, and the naked Malice appear in 
its word am! moft barbarous Shapes. 

#.. THE Proud Perfori; whoptftsaney- 
ceflive Value upon his Body,his Endowment! 
•f Mibd, his Eftate, or Titles of Honour, 
and is upon all 'Occafions admiring the 
Strength, the Shape, or Proportion of hh 
-Body* the Air of his Face, the Finenefsoi 
his Drefs, the Gaiety of his Fancy, his 
Stock of Knowledge, his Acquaintance with 
the Worldi the Nobility of his Defcent and 
Relatives, or the Largenefs of his Bofleffi- 
ons^ foas to impofe his own Splf-Efteem 
upon others, and perfwade them to the fame 
Admiration of himfeif, which his own weak 
Mind has entertain'd ; Who thinks and talks 
defpicably of others, to whom GOD hath 
deny'd id great a Stock of ¥&wded&e* ft 
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fine a Body, fo gay a Face, fo large an 
Eftate, or hath bleft them with a lefs Mea- 
fore of Pride and Vanity : Who fcorns'em 
as Animals of an Interior Rank, unfit for 
hisFamiliar Cooverfe or Acquaintance, won't 
ftoop to their Reafon and Advice, tho* ne- 
ver lb ftrong and cogent, if they difcover 
any Oppoficion to his own Senfe; but will 
bear all down before him, and make give 
Way to his imperious Di&ates : That can't 
bear with a Contradiction^ or however be 
may force his Patience thus far, is refolv'd 
to be deaf to all the Charms of Reafon, and 
to maintain his Prejudices with the fame po- 
(itive Zeal as before ; and therefore refufes 
svery Thing, a ferious and patient Confide- 
nt ion, that bids Defiance to his OWN 
Thoughts. 

WHO can't bear the Difcovery aqd Re- 
proof of his Faults and Follies, much; left 
:o have em cenfur'd or expofed, but flies 
n the Face of a kind Friend, that would. 
"hew him his Errors, rq&ify hisMiftakes^ 
;x>int out to him the Slips of his Conduit* 
*r would perfwade him in the molt Friend-, 
y Manner, to a becoming Modefty in his 
3 pinion ofbimfelf, and his' Carriage to- 
wards others. Now this Pride is the Pa-, 
ent of a great many other Sios .* The Proud 
Vlan is of various Kinds; We'll touch: on 
Two, 

B 4 
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i. THE Quarelfome Proud Man. He that 
is fo conceited of himfelf (whatever Rank he 
holds among Men ) as to fnarl at all that 
would ufe with him the Freedom that is ne- 
ceflary among Men, for the maintaining of 
civil Society; and muft be addreft to, up- 
on all Occafions, with a Shew of the low- 
eft Submiffion, and deepeft Reverence, with 
an awful Seafe of his Excellencies and Emi- 
nence, which bears fome Proportion to his 
felf-adoring Thoughts, forgetting that the 
reft of Mankind have Natures of the fame 
a, Being, Make, Order and Power with his 
own, however diflerene'd in fome accidental 
Inftances; and efteeming them made to be 
defpis'd, infclted, trampled upon, accord- 
ing to the Dictates of his own Pride. Sc 
that in his Converfe with them, he always 
aflumes a churlifh Majefty, and grows fret- 
ful and angry if they break in cpon thai 
Diftance his proud Thoughts pefcribe them 
Who experts that all Mankind fat leaft with 
in his Reach) fhould move according to hi; 
Thoughts, or* Orders; and if thefe be con 
tradidted, or tranfgrefrd, immediately fret 
within, will (perhaps) quarrel with GO D 
and his Subftitutes in the Government o 
the World, reproach GOD himfelf, am 
rebel againft lawful Magiftrates, but to b 
fure will affront his Equals and Inferiors 
abdlhtn them by very fcafible Ar&ument: 
- ■■ W 
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how much he relents the being contradided, 
or difregarded : Who upon a Con traditi- 
on of any Sort, immediately grows warm, lo- 
fes all his Temper, breaks forth into the 
mofc injurious and reproachful Language, 
entertains a Prejudice againft the Perfon 
rhac oppofed him, and proclaims open War 
to be profecuted and carried on, with all 
theAfts of Spitc,and Fetches of Art, that can 
be contrived ; and (perhaps) clofes up the 
Debate, with the Aflault of the Perfon, 
Life or Fame of his Oppofer, will do what 
he can to draw others into the Quarrel, make 
Fad ion, and lay a Foundation for a per- 
petual Sedition amongft all that come with- 
in his Reach, or Influence. 

2. THE uncharitably ccnfbrious proud 
Man. He who to gratify his own Self- 
Efteem, always views the A&ions of others 
thro* a falfe Medium, and either unjuftly 
magnifies or leflens them, by his own felt- 
ifh and ill natur'd Sufpicions and Interpre- 
tations; not giving himfelf Leave imparti- 
ally to weigh the Things them (elves, and 
judge according to the Truth of the Cafe, 
without any Refped to the Perfon, or pri- 
vate Thoughts of others, or his own pre^ 
judicate Fancies and Opinions of 'em ; but. 
will make the faireft andmoft defenfible, 
yea commendable A&ion(in it felf)look Gcu 
piuaJ, by fly /nilauacions fctctf&SwcfcAx* 
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Man s unknown Defign, intention and Tem- 
per, entertains fome dark and Groundlcfr 
Sofpicions, to reprefent the Man and his 
Behaviour always Faulty and reprovable, 
that thereby the Opinion of himfelf may 
be - maintain'd, tho' the other be degraded 
and vilified : Who is palling Sentence of 
Condemnation upon the Aftions of others, 
before a full Enquiry into the Motives on 
which, and the Roles by which they pro- 
ceed: Would have all the Wifdom and 
Goodnefs of the World confinM to his own 
Bofbm, or the Men and Manners himfelf af- 
feds , and can't afford the reft of Mankind 
fair Quarter, but always efteems and repre- 
fents their Faults and Follies more notoriou- 
fly Criminal than they are in 'emfelves ; and 
fcbftra<fh from their good Deeds by Evil 
Sofpicions, finifter Interpretations) andrafh 
Genrures of the Ends, Motives and Princi- 
ples of their Anions \ when they do Good 
doth what he can to make their Anions look 
evil; when they do amifs,ufes his utmoft In- 
dttftry to magnify the Fault. In fine, fuch 
as love to place themfelves in the Seat of 
Judgment, tofcan the Behaviour of others. 
play the Critick thereupon, and not only 
enquire into it fo far as it is notorious and 
plain, but to frame and defend very difho- 
nefc Sufpicions of what is entirely undifco- 
vered and unknown. 
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THAT fuch as thcfe are proud Fools, 
I think I need noc go about to. prove . Ic 
muft certainly be a very fond Efteem of 
themfelves, that prompts them to gad A- 
broad,and ad the Cenfors on others, when 
a jufcer Survey of 'emfelves, and a fuller 
Acquaintance at Home, would fhame fuch a 
cenforious Humour, no Perfons Adtons in 
the World being more unfit to be criii- 
cally enquir'd into, than his, who is per- 
petually critcifing upon, and cenfuring the 
A&ions of others. 

NOR muft I pals over here a more coo- 
fpicuous Folly, deriv'd at once from Le- 
vity and Pride; when Perfons do on the 
mod: trivial Occafions, thus a9c& to be Ceo- 
furers; When other Peoples Drefs, orGc- 
ftare, or Mode of Pronounciation, or Form 
of Body, or Features, become the Subject of 
their Criticifms, and exercifc their graver 
Cenfures. When fuch a Drfcfs is difplea- 
(ing, 'tis fimple, ruftick, tawdry ; fuch m 
Air or Mien is flat and clownilh; fuch a 
Body is diforoportion'd and mi (ha pen ; fuch 
a Tone or Pronounciation ; fuch a Phrafe , 
is not gentile or modifh. Oh ! .-How wife* 
ly do Rational Creatures, Ckriftians (fo cal- 
led) pals away their Time, and bufy their 
Thoughts in gratifying fuch a Childlefs 
Pride ! Are thcfe Subje&s fie for the bufy; 
Employment of a dying Man's Thoughts*; 
hat is banning away, to .a.Vafcto^ 
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is upoft the very Brink of a Change, that 
hath fuch weighty Concerns to fill op his 
Thoughts and Time, as the Securing an 
cverlafting Intereft in another Life, and 
the Salvation of a precious Soul, worth more 
than the whole World ; and compar'd with 
which, the Form, the Furniture, the Drefs 
and Cloathing of a vile Body is no more 
than the waving of a Feather: 

10. TH»E Glutton and Drunkard. He 
that gives the loofe Rein to his Appetite 
in this Cafe, refolving to lay ic under no 
Reftraints, confine it within no Bounds; or 
if fome Principles of Education, fome No- 
tions of Honour, and regard to Fame, may 
on fome Occafions, reftrain hm, is yet fo 
intentupon the Gratification of his Appe- 
tite, that at all other Seafons he will indulge 
it to the full : That will drink away his 

. ?. u,Rcafon and Health, or if he be ftrong to 
drink, ftrong Drink will yet (till pour in, 
for the meer Plcafure of an infaciable Ap- 
petite, that is but enrag'd by feeding, and 
inftead of being fatisfied, craves the more, 
and the more eagerly too, even when it is 
tir'd and faint, and hath in a very great 
Meafure, loft its true Taft and Relifhes .- 
Whofe voluptuous Soul efteems it the chief 
Felicity of his Life to eat and drink, to 

Ljr& 13. humour his Appetite with Dainties, with 
elaborate and ftudied Viands, or lufcious 

Wiacv 
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Wines, and can dream of no other Hca- 
ren than what is made up of thefe De- 
lights .- Who is therefore fnatchingatall Oc- 
cafions, to drench and cram himfelf, and to 
invite and force others to revel after the 
fame mad Rate,on Corporal Pleafures.* That 
talks of coftly Entertainments and delici- #**- 2 - 
ous Fare, with as much Tranfport, as if 
lie were reciting the Raptures of Heaven; 
nay, much greater than himfclf would ex- 
press at fuch a Recital ; and can't endure 
to have any Interruption in the charming 
Hiftory, or to have his Thoughts diverted 
to any other unpleafing Subject.- That hates 
to think of eroding thefe Appetites, abhors 
and cries, Away with that Religion that 
would rob himof his Pleafures : But let him 
have his Cups and Diihes, his Lufcious 
Heats and Wines, and the Delicacies ftu- 
iied for the humouring wanton Palates.* 
ind let who will have the Heaven in Re- 
erfion talk'd of in G O D's Holy Word, 
le can t ftay till hereafter, but is with the 
ipicure, for making a fliort Life as merry 

S he can. Let hs eat and drink for to mor- l c * f * * 

m we die. Or if they be not fb far loft 2 ' 

> all common Reafbn, as thus blafphemouf- 
r to fpeak out His Thoughts and Intenti- 
is, yet doth by His Courfc of Life, give 
rry broad Signs that it is the Inward ra~ 
cated Senfe of His Hear^ and that 

> is refolv'd to follow the Mouwvs oX * 
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raving Appetite, and humour it to theut 
terraoft; he darkens the Eye of His Mine 
foipifies His Confcience, difhonours Hi 
GOD, wafts His Eftates, degrades him 
felf into a Bruce, fhuts hhnfetf out of Hea 
ven, and expofes himfelf to the Wrath c 
G O D, to the certain, lafring, intollen 
ble, and :unintermiting Torments of Hel 

ii. THE Luftful : Who gives himfe 

op freely to the Command of imperious Luf 

and ranges into all the By-Paths, the endle 

Mazes and Intricacies of a wandering Love 

and pertinaciouily expofes himfeit to t 

the Fatigues, to all the Danger, Terror at 

Perplexity,on which fuch an unbounded A; 

petite will hurry him : That ftudies, coi 

trives, and looks out Occafions and Objefl 

to humor his Lull, and to enrage it.- At 

can talk of nothing with as much Satisfad 

on as of a lewd Debauch ; of his Projci 

for his beaftly Pleafures, or of the pad A 

ventures of his Luft .• And will be fure to i 

fert fome of it in all Difcourfes, and on 

Occafions to vomit forth the filthy Scum t\ 

floats on his Mind, and is ever mofcrea* 

to be prefcnted to the Light of Day: W 

can be pleas'd with no Company orConver 

but what winks at, or indulges this Brui 

Humour, and makes it his Bulmefs to pi 

pogate the filthy Inclination, and indt 

others to a Life of tta fot&fc gcofe aud fiit 
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ires: Who will hearken wkh Pleafure 
thofe Hiftories Play$,RomanceS)SQog^ 
rvill humour his Lufc, and propagate 
read the I rreligious Paffion. W ho witl 
fuch Perfons his plea ling Society,as will 
enflame him; and endeavours by bis 
nd Raillery, his wanton A&ions and 
urles, to infett and poyfon all that 
within his Reach. In fine ; Such as 
rophet defcribes, That ajfemble in Troops $ er * $•& 
Harlots Houfes y that are like fed Horfes^ 
dghing after his Neighbours Wife. i.e. 

take Care to pamper and feed theirLufc, 
j^ury in Meat, and Drink, and Ap- 
and by taking all Occafions that offer, 
i the luftful Fire that works within* 
t may blaze out in the moft dange- 
jid wafting Flame. < 

THE Prodigal. Htfwho reckons 
[f Lord of his own Efcafe* that he may 
th it what he pleafes, and fquander in 
in what vain Expence^ on what vain 
Is he will, without beipg accountable 
y, or ever examining for what End* 
ate fhould be fpent: That in alj Gom T 
», and on all Occafions, is free and rea^- 

fcatter his Treafure, without enqui- 
into the Reafbn of his Expence j and 
[ratify the Lavifli Humour, tho' it b? 
i Dishonour of G O D, the Diftafc of 
icads, the Hurt of h\mfe\i v ^^ r 
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in of his Eftate, thcT he reduces himfelf to' 
cxtream Poverty, or difgraceful Beggary, 
by his wild Profufion: Who reckons him- 
felf an Abyfsof Treafure, fcorns therefore 
to regard the Wafts made on his Eftate, or 
to look forward to approaching Beggary, 
but as long as it lafts, will merrily expend 
it, tho* he reproachfully bfegs and ftarves 
at laft. 

NAY, I mufc conclude under'this Head, 
the Perfon that doth not make Waft in his 
Eftate*, if he doth in this unaccountable 
Manner, expend his Yearly Incomes 9 if he 
lavifhes out them without any ferious Prof- 
peft or after-thought j or if upon a thought- 
ful Review he feels the Inward Gnawings 
and Reproaches of his Mind, will yet on 
the next Occafion, forget all thefe Confci- 
ous Upbradings, and be as extravagant and 
waftful as he was before. 

AND much more muft He be included 
here, that to gratify this profufc Humour* 
will make Seizure of what is nqt his own ; 
that is (perhaps) under Age, the Govern- 
ance of and Direftion of Parents and Friends, 
and yet without their Privity or Confent, 
will lay hold on all he can, to humour his 
expenceful Vanity, that in Solomon's Words, 

>r.ag. 24. robbetb his Father and Mother n and faith it is 

w Tr*nfgri$on. And afc^tofcv&^TiV^^js&t- 
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er or more unaccountable, than that of 
Gaming, when Perfons will at all Hazards 
fquander awayEftates, without any Rati- 
onal Profpeft, or any vatnable Confidera- 
tion i fo that among the Prodigals* we muft 
reckon the Game Iter as the- mqft Eminent 
and Notorious Fool of all. 

13. THE Idle Perfon may com6 next, 
becaufeof his Affinity with the foregoing. 
He who lives as if he had been made to walk Pro. i 
about) and waft away Precious Time in 
doing nothing : That never confiders how * ** 
valuable and Important, Time is, nor how 1 3* 
k ought to be fpent -, but cads off all ferious 
Thought about Bufinefs,as what will no way 
fuit a ranging unconfined Humour : Mak^s 
his. Life one continued Diverfion and Remo- 
val from every Thing that is ferious, and 
wou'd employ his Thoughts, or his Handsi 
to whom Confinement tor an Hour is Irk- 
fome ; whole chief Study feems to be, how, 
he may do nothing : 

INDEED, that*ftri<fUy fpeaking, is ira- 
poflible ; the Devil will fill their Hands 
with Work, who endeavour as much as 
they can co empty 'emfelves of all Con- 
cern for Bufinefs. If they will not be em- 
ploy 'd in GOD's Service, or their own, 
hell make 'em Drudge for him, and bufy 
them in the vileft Servitude. IcUaot^C- 
fible for fo aftiyc 9 Being at xJdr Sw^ ^ 
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Man, to flumber awaj Life in one perpet 
Dozinefs,or State of Non- Action. But wl 
Peribns altogether negleft the Bufir 
GOD fent them into the World for, 
the Bufinefs which a due Regard to the 
(elves or Families, advife them to mind , tl 
are they idle. They do nothing, (fhal 
lay ? ) they do much worfe than nothi 
They make their Lives one entire Va 
tion : And tho* the Devil will find th 
perpetual Employment, and make tb 
Empty Heads the Forge of many a i 
Defign, will indeed wear 'em oue iu 
Drudgery} yet they gratify themfelves w 
being his idle Slaves.* They gladly div 
from their own ufeful Work, the W< 
of G O D and their Generation, to be t 
ploy'd on his moft ruinous and ( m 
Times) reproachful Defigns and Servw 

1 4. 1 M A Y fubjoy n naturally to the F 
mer* the Bufy-Body : He that will mind 
Bufinefs of his owu,being the mod: fit to I 
troublcfome Intermcdler with the Affairs 
j, others. Who having nothing to do for the 
felves, and yet muft be employed ab 
fomewhat* will therefore be troublefo 
to others, with the reje&ed Offers 
that Service of theirs, which is worth 1 
thing. They'll do nothing for themfeh 
but none* more prompt and free, and w 
*°* j. ling to trouble otter* mtVx tataVoo$« 
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lervices; and for this Purpofe will 
:e with them, pry into their Secrecies, 
ear their Bufinefs, interpofe, direft 
eddle where they are no Ways con- 
, nor fafely to be trufted: Who 
pread abroad, for Want of other Em- 
ent, whatever they are thus madepri- 
, and thereby many Times, turn a 
ige, yea, a Town, a Country, a King- 
upfide down \ and who by carrying 
from one to another, will gradually 
:a the mutual Confidence of the dear- 
id trueft Friends, render them by De- Pn.16. 
, the moft deadly Enemies j and pro- 
a Seperation between them that will 
more be clofed. Infhort, whone- 
aquire whether their Service is regard- 
;heir Perfons efteemed, their Offers 
igly and kindly accepted j little heed 
iier the Perfons who employ* them, 
leas' d or difpleas'd/gratified or affront- 
erv'd or rniu'd, fb they therafelves be 
medlers : Never heed what the Con- 
nce of {their Bufinefs may be, provided 
are bulled. ' 

j- T H E fportful Walter of Precious 
e .- He who having no Deep and Saving 
uafiarvs of the Worth of his Soul, or the 
iqufnefs of Time, wherein he muK get 
Happinefs thereof toJco« 
dte Spores and Plays, wtneft V?* •£*** 

C?, , 
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cellent Perlon faithj are ftigmatiz'd 

Idlers thcmfelves, with the Infamou 

of Paftimes j and are contrivd, and 

no other End, but to gratify a pn 

lewd^ foft, fenfual, cruel or empty 

Such as are Cards, and Dice, and 

and Revels, and May-Games, prorr 

Dancings and Stage- Plays, Cock-fig 

and he who could have no Delight 

if it were not fauc d with thefe Froi 

Fulfome Pleafures ; nor can take fo m 

tisfa&ion in any Society as that of fu 

will joyn with him in thefe fportfu] 

of precious Time : Who hates to 1 

fin'd an Hour at a Sermqp, or to hea 

(Mans with ferious Pleafure, difcourft 

great Things of G O D, their Soa 

a coming Eternity j but cou'd dwc 

Play-Houfe or at a Cock-match, at 

or a Mufick-Houft, &c. and never 

with the Infipid and Airy Pleafure, ai 

What he can to invite and perfuade 

to the fame Courfeand Rate of Lh 

Nay, be the Recreation never ft 

liable in it felf, yet he that ufes it 

derately, is to be reckoned a Fool ; i 

ufes Recreation immoderately, that 

away precious Time therein, witho 

Concern to fit himfelf by it, for th 

vice of GOD, by rendring his Min< 

free arid lively ^ and chearful, in the I 

ics of Religion ; Ttafc \tfs& ^swrea 
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ijr fort, for the meer Pleafure therepf, 
wkhoqt any farther Profpeft,fuch as becomes 
iPerfon, that by folemn Profcflipn is devo- 
ted tQ GO D. And how much all Sports 
*nen thus immoderately ufed, tend to ren- 
der the Mind foft and fenfual, ftupidand 
prekfs, is evident from the Lives and Con* 
perfations of fuch as are moft addifted 
.to them. The trifling Meanncfs of their 
Thoughts and Convcrfe at beft, and in ma.- 
£ ny Cafes the Froth and Fulfome Lewdnefsof 
jit, and their utter Abhorrence of, and 
: therefore Unfitnefs for, the fpiritual Ser- 
vices pf Chriftianity (which the more they 
.addid themlelves to this Courfe of Life, 

Jjrow ftill the more hateful to them ) are 
o many fad Proofs of the melancholy IflToc 
of fuch a fporful Life : So that Perfons have 
Need of np morethan their own Experience 
QS they had the Power and Patience to look 
into tliemftlves ) to convince thcmfelves of 
their Folly and M^dnefs, in being diverted 
from the great Bufuiefs they have to do with 
GOD, in Order to fecure for themfelves 
a Blcfled Eternity, and faye their Souls, 
by fuch a Courfe of Mirth and Pleafure. 

I MIGHT here add the covetous Pcr- 
fbn ; who talks of nothing with Plealure, 
but his Eftate and Gains, his perilling 
Riches and Treafurc. The Ambitious who 
courts (with more Ardour thau OcveCWv* 

C 3 ftXavi > 
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#an (alafs ! ) fecks for Heaven ) t 
Favour, the empty Commendations 
plaufes of bis giddy Fellow- Creatui 
J forbear, and (hall only add, b< 
will comprehend all the red. 

r . • - 

i5. THE Irreligious Perfon. B] 

I mean Him, who hath only a negati 

gionj who perhaps is guilty of fe 

Vices we have already reckoned i 

in the mean Time, hath* no folid 

. ho real Grace, no Love and Devc 

to G O D, no Faith in C H R I S T. 

newed fanclified Heart* But in hi< 

Converfation, difcovers ? fecret 

againft GOD, a Frame of Mine 

oppofite to the Temper and Tend 

the real Chriftian, whatever the j 

lar Sin be, that reigns in his Hea 

fways him. With whom you ma 

verfe throughout your Life, and ne\ 

a Word tending to Edification, ai 

ous Difcourfe about his GOD, hi 

the Heavenly Inheritance, his Hop 

Concern for Eternity, or the Path t 

tread out to Glory; but fills his He 

haps, with empty Notions, his Tin 

Airy Difputes, hut takes Care that 

tie Religion he hath, don't fink to< 

into his Mind, ,and afFcft his Hea 

4 dilcover any Thing of the Power ar 

iff Religion in hi^ VtaSic^ w*Ci 
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-GOD's Glory, or his own Salvation. Or 
clfe lives utterly regardlefs of all Religi- 
on, not affefting To much as a Shew of 
it % but is perpetually troubling himfelf and 
others, with News, Bufinefs, or other low 
Toys, which make no more Mufick in the 
Chriftian's Ears, who lives in View of Eter- 
nity, than Rattles j indeed, difpleafes them 
with an ungrateful Din* ( I mean when he is 
.exceflively thus entercain'd J 

NOT but that fiich Things as thefe may 
in due Meafure, and at a proper Seafon, be 
difcoursM of. Chriftians have Worldly Bu- 
finefs to mind, a Concern they fhould have 
for the Church, and the World, they muft 
of Neceffity therefore fometicpes think and 
talk about thefe Matters. They may be 
fotnetimes allow'd a little innocent Diver- 
fion, for the neceflary Relaxation , of their 
Minds, that they may carry on their pro- 
per Work with the greater Eafe, and Chcar- 
folnefs, and Pleafure. But they fhould by 
their Converfation, difcover that they have 
much better Things in View \ that they 
live for another World* that rhey do not 
reckon themfelves fettled here, but expert 
a Removal to a better, far better Heavenly 
Country. 

AND here I can fcarce forbear invcighr 
ing againft the Dulnefs, Unbelief and Cow- 
ardice, that in this frozen Age, (tops the 
Months of true Cbriftiaas* aud fc\^tt&fcfc 

C 4 ^ 
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the Difcourfe of thofc great and 
Things i but this is plain from th< 
rines of the Scriptures, That as fai 
fons are herein guilty, Co far they 
Fool, But he who lives i,n a conti 
verfipn from the great Bufinefs of 
ftian's Life, that never thinks fer 
Heaven* or the Way thither, is as 
all the Fore-mentioned, a notorioi 
being forgetful of one great End fc 
he was diade .• His Society,as well 2 
is juftly to be efteemed hurtful and 
I proceed, 

II. TO (hew who is to be rej 
Companion of Fools. And this is 2 
and neceflary Enquiry, becaufe it 
reafonably thought, that all fuch 
any Occafion conterfe with them 
this Danger: Sure, they don't po 
Air, and kill with their very Af| 
Breath? 1 The Apoftles Interpreta 
C§r. ?.?,his own Advice to the Corinthians, ( 
1. irtg the inceftuous Perfon, will help 

il I Wrote yon (fifth he) in an Epiftl 
u company with Fornicators, yet not * 
** with the Fornicators of this Worldly 
C4 covetous, or with the Extortioners, 
** Idolaters, for then mujt ye needs go 

*' World. If their Company were "to 
doned entirely, if upon no Occafic 
jgtrc to be mingled mth* Orift.\s 



out fome uninhabited Land, and jtranjC- 
themfelves ; and bccaufe real Religi- 
md Piety are not communicated from 
nts to Children, every new Succeflion 
: afrefh tranfplam, which GOD bath 
Way required^ and indeed were it once 
!, would bring a quick Deftru&ioa 
i the reft of the World \ fince 'tis 
D's Regard to his Chofen, Intermingled 
i the Wicked, that reft rains his Fury, 
;h would other wife break out on the 
rid of the Ungodly, and confumc them 
nc?. And GOD hath been plea fed 
>ut Bufinefs into the Hand of his Peo- 
to manage, and by his Provkjence fo 
: them with others, that 'tis impofli- 
for them wholly to avoid their Spci- 

E SI D E S, the Chrifiian Religion ck*s 
>ani(h Humanity out of the Earth. Chri- 
s owe common Human Refped and 
r, even to the moft wicked , becaufe of 
Common Principles of Reafon, in which 
agree, and thofe Remains of GOD'S 
;e that yet continue in their Minds un- 
:*d : Yea, they ought in all their Offi- 
f Refpeft, to ufe a Friendly Freedom 
them, fuch as will difcover their Love 
e real and unforcd, fuch as in Conjun- 
i with their other Behaviour, will ma~ 
t them to be much wifer, and better 
\d$ 7 chaa thole chey have tivofew iw ^vx 

WW 
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vdcar Aflbciates : And when tfiey avoid tl 

Society, (hould ufe all proper Methods 

convince them that it is not Disrefpec 

them, but a Concern for G O D's Hooc 

and their own Salvation, that advifes tl 

thereto. So that Chriftians muft not 

the Wicked for their Familiars, with 

fame Eiteem and Aftedion, that they h 

for their Fellow Members of the fame 

inily of GOD : Yet are they to lhew 

them the Refpeft which is due to P 

of the fame Capacities and Nature. \ 

this Refpeft (hould be greatned by the t 

Tenderneft of a ChrifHan Affe&ion, 

fhould difcover it felf by a Willingnefi 

oblige them by all due Civility and p 

per Afts of Kindnefsj yea, and core 

with them, where it may be done wkt 

Prejudice to themfelves, Companions, 

the Honour of their LORD, which n 

weigh more with them than all other C 

^ fidcrations whatfoever. We read, that 

l» * ,o!Savioor himfelf was prefent at a MarrU 

i. Feaft, and converted Water into Wine 

ter Men had well drank. He fhew'd his 1 

inanity, by being at the Feaft upon li 

". ii. tatiOn. And tho'hehad a farther Reg 

to his Difciples, by being there, and 

their Sakes wrought this Miracle, yet 

can't imagine he would thus far have a 

plyd with the Invitation ; much lefs t 

he would have funuftvd \.Ywea xuxk \s 
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Wine when Men had drank freely, if it 
were not lawful to be prefent ac a Feafi: 
among wicked Perfons, and be inno- 
cently free and Friendly in their Society 
there. So that we muft except here fuch 
a Conversion with the Wicked as is ne- 
ceflary for the carrying on of Worldly Bn- 
finefs, or to (hew that Chriftianity hath not 
alter 'd the Man tor the worfe, but that 
he hath by ic acquir'd a further Capacity, 
and Rcadinefs for the Difcharge of ail truly 
Human Offices. 

MUCH more muft we except all pru- 
dent Converfation with the Wicked, which 
is defigned for their Reformation and real 
Spiritual Advantage. Such was our Saviour's 
Converfation with Publicans and Harlots, 
with which the felf- justifying and boafting- MAt * 
Phtrifees reproachd him, and in which he '£ *jj 
is to be imitated as far as poflible, by his M At . 9 
Minifters. u f i2 

BUT what. is ic then we are here to 
Dnderftand by * Com} anion of lads ? Whom 
are we to repute ftch ? Why in ftiort, He 
\l one, who for no juftificabie Ends, doth 
frequently and pleafedly aflbciate with fuch, 
qnd choofe them for his Companions. A 
Man may converfe with fuch frequently on 
the good Ddlgn before-mentioned, and car- 
ry it pleafedly towards them i nay, with a 
Shew of the warmeft Affe&ion, as long as his 
Brofpcfi of doing Good thereby cwuto»% 
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.without being defer vedly reputed their Com- 
panion. He may have to do with them fre- 
quently^ carrying on his Worldly Bufinefs ; 
when he doth neither choofe fheir Society f 
nor is pleafs'd therein. He may (when he is 
in fuch Company ) dilcover hirafelf pleas'd, 
if he can do fo innocently, tho' he won't 
frequently adjoyn himfelf to it. He may 
in his^Bufinefs, and in common Acts of 
Friendlhip, be both their frequent and plea- 
fed Companion, when he is not foby Choice, 
but prefers other Society far .before it, 
and can with more Plcafure adjoyn him- 
felf thereto. But he that without any jufti r 
Cable Rcafofl, can frequently and plea fed ly 
ufe fuch Converfe, and choofe and prefer 
it, is the Companion of Fools here fpokenofj 
who is (b much endangerd by bis Society. 
By this Explication it feems that the De- 
fcription muft be taken entirely to give us 
a compleat Character of the Perfon we de- 
fcribe ; yet it will not be improper to con- 
fider its feveral "Parts. I fay then that, the 
Perfon who in our Text is called a Com- 
f anion of Fools is one that 

i. Aflbciates with them frequently. 

2. He doth it with Pleafure and Delight. 

5. He doth it without any valuable Rea r 
Con*. 

v ^ 



4- He doth it out of Choice. Let us 
a little confider each. 

i. A Companion of Fools is one that fre- 
quently afibciates with fuch. He makes ic 
faisPradice, and hisCourfeofLife. In com- 
mon Difcourf? he is not called the Com- 
panion of others, who hath once and again 
been in their Company, but then ceafes to 
frequent it: Nor are we fo to uaderftand 
ic in this Cafe. A Man may unwarily and 
accidentally be cafl upon them, but in a little 
while withdraws from them, and deferts 
the Society, he is not thereupon to be reck- 
oned one of the Members, or accounted their 
Companion. But he that ufes their Com- 
pany not only once, but frequently, con- 
stantly adjoyns himfelf to them, as often 
as his Leifure from Bufinefs will give Leave, 
or he can fpare the Time from the necefla- 
ry Affairs that fometimes with- hold him; 
and will fometimes break thro' fome of 
his Bufinefs to enjoy the Society ; That 
always ufes his belt Endeavours to make 
one of the Club when they are together, 
and as often as he can, converfes with them 
fingly, is mod juftly to be adjudg'd to the 
Society. He is by fome very forcible Tye 
and Engagement, a Member of it. Let the 
Perfons be Fools in whatever of the Fore- 
mentioned laltznces, whethet laftAdLQt??.^ 



phahe* or Knave, or Lewd, or Prodigal, 
or Idle, tfn. He who dpth in this Man- 
ner frequent their Society* is certainly a 
Companion of theirs. 

2. -^ Companion of Fools doth aflbciate 
with them with Pleafure/ I mean not only 
a Pleafure fpringing from the Cbriftidn*$ 
joyful Senfe of performing the Duties of 
Civility to Men of the fame Natural Capa- 
cities and Powers* but from an Inward 
Snitablenefs to a Society thus qualified, and 
a Relifh of their Conveife. So that he longs 
for the Company when abfent; and when 
prefent, could fpend Days, nay Years, his, 
whole Life with them, without tiring (Bull 
I lay) or rather wifliing to be tir'd: Tho' 
the Mind will by Degrees, abhor the trivial 
or Brutifh Pleafure, the Man falls out with 
bis tiring Faculties, and would fain have 
the Pleafure maintain'd throughout his 
Life, in its higheft Relifhes. He feels no 
Loathing of their Sins and Folliesy but is- 
tickled and gratified with the empty and 
wicked Converft; could dwell with them, 
and when he is conftrain'd to leave them and 
feperate from his Society, doth it with Un- 
willingnefs, againft which he can only be 
relieved by the Thoughts of renewing the 
delightfome Society on another Seafen. He 
can meet with no fuch Entertainment by 
hhn&tf, or with any axtau av w&b ttaott 



even When they rant at the higtieft Rate t 
and play the Fool in the molt Egregious 
Manner. Such a Perfon not only frequents 
the Society, but makes one of them with 
his whole Heart. 

NAY, we mull: add here, that he who 
is knic to the Company with true Affe&i- 
on, the' he doth not frequently adjoya 
hirofelf to them, becaufe neceflary Buhnefs 
will not give Leave.* Who when he is wich 
them exprcfles the higheft Satisfaction, that 
be can have fo much Vacation for the En- 
joyment of them, muft be accounted a Com- 
panion of theirs ; becaufe altho' fome urgent 
Btifiaefs conftrain him, againft his own In- 
clination, and to his Difpleafure, tobeab- 
fenc, yet his Soul is with tliem; he languifhes 
perhaps, or feels at lead an Inward Grief 
that he is withheld from fuch Company. 

3. A Qmpaman $f fools aflbciates with 
'em, without any valuable Reafons, without 
propofing to himfelf any Good End, by 
the proper and free Bent and Tenden- 
cy of his own Nature. So that he qui 
give no other Reafon for it, bcfides a cer* 
tain Suitednefs to the Company, which he 
feels within: Never examines into, or 
weighs the Motives that brings him amongfc 
them ; only he feels a fecret, but ftrong Irn- 
pulfe upon him,which carrys him thither,antd 
detains him there, and when ones Wyss&t 



C 48 ) 

gag'd, is lb wholly taken op, that he never at- 
tends to the Motives that pufli him forward, 
or the Principles that ad him. But as 
Beaffe of the fame Nature and Quality, by 
a fecret Inflind, without* the Guidance or 
Conduftof Reafon, Herd together : So he 
having fuffer'd his Reafon to be charm'd 
flfleep, and thereby rendered ufelefs, is now 
led on by the Powerful Influence of a vitia- 
ted Nature, to accompany Men of the fame 
Principles. There arc fome fecret Charms 
that bewitch him, that at once allure and 
fatten him. He can no Way account for 
rr0.17.14.his Behaviour, but by telling you, that 'tis 
Nature and Temper, and Inclination, and 
fome Secret, he knows not what, that har- 
ries him on without any fober Thought or 
Confideration. 

S O that he hath neither Bufinefs to jufti* 
fie him, and much lefs hath he any De- 
fign to do Good among (I them, by con- 
vincing/ them of their eminent Folly and 
Wickednefs, and uling Perfwafious with 
them to bring them off from their evil 
Way : Nor is it a decent Civility he fome- 
times pays to them as Men ; but 'tis fome 
endearing Charm fattens him to the So- 
ciety. In one Word, be loves them and 
joyns himfelf to them for no other Rea- 
fon, but becaufe he is hurry'd on by the 
commanding Inftind of that Blind Prin- 
ciple. 
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4. A Companion of tools aflbciates with 
them out of Choice, not barely by the 
Neceffity of his Bufinefs, or to teftify bis 
Refpedt to them as Men, rthilft he by no 
Means approves the Society, or choofes it j 
nor can be co nfin'd to it without Regret, 
any farther than theft Coniiderations mif 
abate of the TddiHm % and render it fbme- 
. what left wearifom : But he doth it 
I out of Choice, becaufe he prefers the 80- 
; ciety;he loves it, delights in it, choofes 
it before all others : Not by a Choice 
, fro hie & nunc^ on the prefent Occafion, 
as a good Man may cboofe the Compa- 
ny of a Wicked Per fon before that of 
one truly Religious, when he has Bufinefe 
with the Former, and not with the Latter; 
or whilft he hath a Prof pe& of doing him 
good, and aflbciates with him on that De- 
fig n ; but by a Choice made by a fettled 
Preference of Efteem i Nor do I mean that 
this food Id befo fettled a Preference, as that 
he Ihould never feel any Renitency with- 
in, fome dying Perfuafion of the Injuftice, 
Folly, and Madnefs of fuch a Preference, Or 
never form any faint and languifhtng Re- 
folutions to renounce it, and make a wifer 
Choice. But 1 intend fuch a fettled Prefc- 
rence,that if the Mind gobs a little wavering 
with fuch a Thought, doth again otffcrpoife 
it,and bring the Man back with a fi*e and 
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pleating AITociation with the fame Compa 

ny. So that it hath his high eft praQiq 

Eftepm, he doth apparently take more Plea 

fure therein, and when left to his free Choice 

. will abandon all other Company whatevei 

' for the Enjoyment of that ; yea, reckons it 

Confinement, Reftraint, Imprisonment, D 

endure any other Society, or to be with 

held by any Things, Perfons, or Bufinefs 

from the valued Enjoyment. He isnevei 

fo eafy, fo pleasd, (b free, elfewhere ai 

. among them ; he is more uneafy in himfelf 

. more Irkfome and difpleafing to all around 

him/ 

S 11 C H a Perfon as this, who in the Man* 
ner defcrib'd, ufes the Society of wicked 
Fools, is juflly to be reputed their Compani- 
on. Yea, he who doth in one of there In- 
ilqnces (as we have open'd their Meaning) 
>ajR>ciate with wicked Perfons,is to be efteem- 
ed a Companion. of theirs. If he doth fre- 
quent their Company, if he be tickled and 
^ pleas 'd therewith, and feels an Inward Sa- 
. iisfadion fpringirig up in his Mind, when he 
is with them} if without Confederation 
vf th$ Reafons; by which he proceeds, by 
a natural Teudency of his own Inclinati- 
on^ he be led to them, if he doth in this 
pGa&kal Efteem prefer the Society, tho'he 
doth got constantly frequent it, tbo* he may, 
W> cheat himfelf, Forge fome Motives to in- 
JtH& him into tfioiL QwNgao^ toc«. Rea- 

toe 
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ions to excufe his being there, is certainly 
a Companion of Fools j and in the ready Way 
to be deftroy'd, be the wicked Perfbns with 
whom he afibciates of what Nature or Kind 
foever, and guilty in whatever of the fore* 
mentioned Inftancesi which we proceed in 
the 

III. Place to make appear; to prove to 

you, that fuch a Companion of Fools is in the 

ready Way to certain Ruin. And here ft 
might not be improper to look over parti- 
cularly, aD the forementioned Inftances of 
wicked Folly ; and fhew you in what Man- 
ner the Society of fuch tends to the Ruia 
of thofe that u(e it. But not defighing bfert 
a foil Difcourfe, I (hall not deicend tofeny 
particular Confideration, but content my 
felf with fuch general Bints as I think Will 
folly evidence the Troth. 

HOWEVER, 'lis proper to tellyoo, 
That I take the Word Rain here, in the moffi 
Urge and comprehensive Senfc \ as including 
under it every Thing that is mifchievous 5 
not one particular Calamity or Evil, bnt* 
General Deftru&ionof the whole Man*; Soul, 
and Body, in this and in a future World. 
Tho' the Ruin of the Soul (efpecially in a 
future Life) be that which (hould moft alfeft 
the Man, and defcrves the moft ferious Con* 
fideration, yet fttfh Society not onftj th\eat 
ens that with Detfru&ion* but iVfovoxaafes, 

D 1 * 
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Waft on the Eftate, bring Decay and Deart 
upon the Body, a Reproach on the Perfon. 
to defame and degrade him, pine him with 
Sicknefs or Poverty, and will kill him at 
the Lath 

HOWEVER, the Ruin brought up- 
on him by fuch a Society, is not effected by 
one Method of A&ibn : Sometimes it pro- 
ceeds from Contagious Propagation^ himfell 
takes the Diftemper from them, and fickert 
and dies : Sometimes he only expofes himfell 
to a Ruin wholly from without, to which 
himfelf contributes nothing befides a foolilh 
and an unwary thrufting into the Society. 
Thus the Malicious, and Kaavifb, and Proud. 
ami Quarrelibme, hurt aud ruin many with- 
out communicating their Malice, and Kna- 
very, and Pride, and fiery Tcmper,to thofc 
with whom they couverfe. Tho f really there 
is fcarcely one of all the Inftances we have 
mentioned, but what is Contagious, and 
more effe&ually and infallibly deftroys by 
communicating the feme Difpofitions tc 
thofc with whom they aflbciate. But having 
hinted thus much for the clearing our Way, 
I think the Truth may be manifefted by 
the following JGonfiderations. 

i* THE Fools here, (of which we have 
given you fome Account ) are themfel ves in 
the ready Way to Ruin: 
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2. BELOVED and plcafing Society, 
. powerfully induce the Companion to the 
! fame Courfe of Life with thernfel vcs. 

3. GOD doth oftentimes punifh, and 
~ Mea commonly form their Judgments of 

Societies in the Lump , ( if I may lb cxprefs 

itj without making any Discrimination, 

■» 

4. I N Cafes of Difficulty,wicked Compa- 
nions ufe to give very hurtful and ruinous 
Advice. 

5. And Laftly. W H E N the Compani- 
on is ingreateft Diftrefs, and molt needs 
their Aflutance, they generally deftrc him; 
and have neicher Will nor Power to afford 
him any. 

1. T H E Fools here fpoken of, are thern- 
fel ves in the ready Way to Ruin. Tis need- 
lefs fore to go about to prove, that many of 
the Perfons we have mentioned arehaft'ning 
a way to certain Dellru&ion. 'Tis evident 
ot all of them, (fince they live under the 
Reigning Power of fome one or more Sins, 
and are therefore under G O D s Curfe, and 
liable to his Wrathy that they are hait'ning. 
away to everlafting Mifery, unlefsGOD 
doth by his Grace, flop them in their Way, 
and change their Hearts aad couvfeoi LU 

D J HV^ 
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ving. There is no one Truth more plainly 
rcveal'd in the Book; of G O D, nor more 
agreeable to the common Principles of Rea- 
fon, than that fuch as live under the Do- 
minion and Power,in the habitual and cufto- 
mary Praftice of Sin (one Sin againft GOD) 
are wicked Perfbnsj nor any Thing more 
cvidcnt,than that fuch are condemned by his 
Law^nd continuing fuch,unrelievable by the 
Gofpel i and therefore of Neceffity, expos'd 
to everlafting Mifery and Ruin,both of Soul 
and Body, in a future Life. 

AND indeed, 'tis evident to Reafon, vi- 
fible in Experience, aflerted in Scripture, 
r. 13. ai. that many of them are on the Road to Tem- 
h 30 .Fr. porary Ruin in this Life, to Poverty, and 
r \ '+*' Shame, and Pain, andSicknefs, and a great 
r, 2 9 . l\ *nahy other Evils and Calamities of the pre* 
'ient Life. Thus the Glutton and Drunk* 
ard, andLufcful, and Idle, are on the high 
Road to Diflionour and Shame, and Beggary; 
to miferable Rottennefs, Difcempers, and 
Death. And I need not tell you, bow many 
of this Sort of Fools, have for a fhort sea- 
fon made a mighty Blaze, coniiirri'd their 
Eftates, Bcggar'd their Families, poyfon'd 
and rotted their Bodies, and hurry 'd them- 
fclves away like Madmen to the Grave. 
How many of them have been defpistf and 
feproach'd whilft alive, and in Angnilh of 
Conlcience, and terrible Defpair, as well as 
under tbc ofual aggravated Torments of In«. 

' ' ' '* • - ■ ' \&VX&X2X&X.\ 
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temperance, have yielded up their Souh 
to Juftice, and been dragg'd away to the 
dreadful Tribunal ofGOD. 

A N D the Confluences of many of the 
other Vices are as Fatal, and as obvious, tho**^ **. 
doc fo much attended to. The Malicious, 
Proud, and Qliarrelfome, and bufy Fool, is 
expos'd to a great many Mifchiefs in the 
prcfent Lite, lives avoided and abhor'd, car- ■ 
ries about with him a fretted Mind and a 
raging Conference, brings upon himfelf 
firfc Hatred, and then Ruin, and dies aria ft > 
under the lame Difrepute and Abhorrence Id ' 
which he lird. 

AND a Courfe of notorious and grofsViee 
is commonly begun in a Breach of G O tys 
Holy Day, a flight of Lis Worfhip and Or- 
dinances, and grows com pleat in Rampant 
Prof anefs and downright Infidelity. So that 
it is as evident pf them, as of all the fore- 
going, that their Tendency isruinon* and 
!eftrudive-,not to obfcrve to you that G OO- 
bth in the common Courfe of Provide*!^ 
unifh many, ormoft, or all of thefe $!&( 
fpecially profane; Contempt of hmfelf, and 
lame, and Day, by immediate JudgmentSj 
elides the natural and oeceflary Tendencies 
f the Vices them (elves. 

AND tho* the Knave may feem to pro- 
life fair for an Eftate in the prefeat World, 
nd doth oftentimes procure it, yet raa«y 
"imes the Cork of GOD letv&m «5^* 

Da TkW** 
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Rj|avi/h Canning unprofperous. He gg~_ 
ncrally hurries himfelf away from that Belo- 
ved World which upon any Terras he will 
1u7.11. make his own, and entails Infamy, pifgrace, 
$5- ?5* Stymie and Poverty, on his Pofterity. 

2. BELOVED and pleafing Society 
do for the moft Part very powerfully in- 
duce fuch as accompany them, tQ the fame 
Courfe of Living w^th them. There is 3 
ftrange Propenfion ia Human Nature to So- 
ciety, ftrange Charms in Friend ftiip and the 
mutual Interchanges of Love: So that no- 
thing is more Natural, than for Perfons,at all 
Adventures, and on all Occafions, to defend 
their beloved Friends. The Pafljon of Love 
having been in all Ages upon this Account, 
reputed a blind one. It fees no Faults fa 
the Beloved, ho jyeyergrofs ones may in Re- 
ality be committed by him; or if thefe are 
too notprioqs to be overlooked, Love 
doth ftrangely extenuate and leflen them; 
So that a Vice which in another can't be be- 
held, or talk'd of without Horrour, lofes 
much of its hideous Form when committed 
by a Perfon belov'd. It doth on the other 
Hand, create many imaginary Beauties and 
Charms, and drefles out the Beloved on all 
Occafions, to the higheft Advantage, grows 
jmpatient, if any Thing be faid to his Pre- 
judice or Dilhonour. And 'tis obvious how 
fafy a Tranfitioa i\ \% ttom \\ft&\jwt **A 
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Approbation, to the Imitation of his Way 
of living. So juftly doth the ApojtU tell us 

f. vtl CommumcAtions corrupt good Manners. l Cor 

NAY, this Society comes recommended **• 

to the greateft Advantage, by that Grange 
Degeneracy and Corruption which bath 
overfpread the Human Nature fince the Fall i 
which hurries him away with a violent Cur- Kern.*) 
rent of Affection to forbidden ObjeAs, t*. 
Company, and Pleafures. So that he car- 
ries with him wherever he goes a great 
Suitableness to vicious Society; inforauch 
that their Vices meet with the fecret Ap- 
probation of his corrupted Heart,' which in* 
duces him fondly to affect their Com- 
pany .- And 'tis no Wonder if his Love for 
the Company, fhould very much tend to en* 
flame and improve bis natural Corrupt and 
*vil Difpofition : No Wonder that when 
Dyl?or the molt eafily Inflammable Mated- 
lis be caft on the Fire, it fhould bla?e forth 
with the more Force and Fury. So that 
>y a Sort of reciprocal Imputfe, the Man s 
>vyn naturally evil Heart hurries him iap> 
:hjs Society, andfaftens him to it with De- 
light, and the Society radicates, confirms 
and improves this evil Difpofition of his i 
and thereby renders him ftill more fond ot 
the Company, more warm for, and raqre 
pleas'd with the Enjoyment of it. 

AND tho* it be true, many of £he par- 
licalar fools we have meatWatd^ tt&t& \& 
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have no Charms to endear their Society ; 
fuch as the Proud and Knavifli, and Mali- 
cious, and impertinently Bufy j yet 'tis Very 
Yarely (if ever) that one Vice reigns alone: 
Ordinarily there is a Complexion of Evils 
Tyrannizing in that Mind where one is al* 
lowed an uncontroul'd Dominion ; and 
hereupon, tho' the firft Inducement to ac- 
' totnpany with them, may be of a Nature 
quite different from the Reigning Vice, yet 
u 22. 24, gradually fuch very hateful Tempers are 
i*P(.ic6. {pread thro' the Society, and by averyfa- 
*• tal Contagion, the reft of the Company 
transformed into the fame Frightful Fools. 
And ' there is no one particular Vice in the 
World, of which Human Nature is not fuc- 
ceptible, to which it hath not an innate 
Ptonenefs,Yif it be not re&ify'd and cured 
by Grace,) provided there be Opportunity 
and Tentations to fet Fire to the prepar'd 
Materials within. 

11 PON the whole, it is no Wonder 
if a Perfon (hould gradually ( indeed by a 
Jhort Afcent) become like hisfinful Beloved 
Aflbciates, when not only Mans natural 
Inclination to Society j and the Love to the 
Companions which is eafily grafted thereon, 
induces him, powerfully inclines him to 
Inch a Reiemblancc; but alfo the more pow- 
erful InftinS of a Corrupted Nature, that 
fdatches at all Occalions to fpread it felf 
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farther, and grow to a more confirm 'd Ma- 
lignity. 

AND now from thefe two Confiderati-r 
onslaid together, will refult a very full 
Proof of the dangerous and ruinous Influ- 
ence of wicked Company. The wicked 
themfelves are in a ruinous Condition from 
their very Frame, Temper, and Tendency j 
and they naturally communicate the lame 
Deformities and Diftempers, to thofe with 
whom they converfe, defile, pollute, and 
infeft them \ and then it is no Wonder they 
fhouM be expofed to the fame Mifchief and 
Ruin. 

HOWEVER, that the Matter may be 
made yet more fully evident, becaufe fomq 
unwary Perfons may joyn themfelves to the 
Society, and not prefently lee the dange- 
rous Plague overfpreading them,. and may 
thereupon be indue d to think they are out 
of Danger i (Tho* I believe all will find, if 
they give themfelves Leave to think, that 
the very Society islnfe&ious, (eveq whea 
they are kept fomewhat within Bounds by 
the Reftraints of a foberer Prefence) and 
leaves fat leaft) a Difrelifh in the Mind of 
nobler and better Things, if a veryftria 
Duard be not kept, I add, 

3. GOD doth oftentimes punifli, and 
Men commonly form their Judgment of So- 
:ieties in the Lump* ( if I may fo ropcc&ifiV 
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out making any Difct imination. That ft 
is the Method of Men in judging, is c* 
dent from thefe Proverbial Speeches, 
this Purpofe, amongft moft CivilizM Na 
ons, fignifying, That no better JudgttK 
can be form'd of the Man, than by obfei 
ing what Company he keeps. So that wh. 
ever the Man's Aflbciates be, himfelf 
efteem'd one of the fame Temper, asw 
as one of the fame Club, and thereupon tre 
ed as fuch. So that it is evident, he m 
bear a Share of their Infamy, and will 
dealt with by others with the fame Cau 
on and Diftruft, will be efteem'd by tin 
as dangerous and hateful, as fit to be fcon 
fhun'd, as the Society with whom he cc 
forts. So that if their Practices tend to D 
grace, and Shame, and Ruin, to the L 
of their Credit among Men, a nd to all t 
ill Confequences that follow thereupon, 
muft exped to be involved in the Calami 
and fuffer with his Aflbciates. Not to t 
how many Times their too fond Love 
a dear Companion, engages them unwari 
in very hurtful and^ ruinous Defigns, 2 
Encounters for the profecuting his Quan 
and expofes them to Punifhment, wl 
tbemfelves were (perhaps) fcarcc A&ors, 
acceflbry in the Crimes for which they fufl 
A ND that G O D is pleas'd foraetim 
juftly to punifli the whole Society- indif 
ready, for the Sia of tte Members, tl 



(6i) 

e may not be as guilty as others, nor 
laps guilty at all of the hainous Sins that 
i down G 6 D s Judgments upon them* 
only Lovers of the Society, and indu- 
thereby to overlook the Sin, is a Matter 
orious in Common Experience, and needs • 

be prov'd. Thus, . the Company and 
rnds of Corah, and all that had a De- 
dance upon him, were with him fwallow- 
up alive, tho' we don't read of their be- Numb, i 
Partakers with him in the particular Sin* 31, 33. 
C Incenfed G O D to vindicate his Ho- 
r by fo remarkable a Vengeance. And 
? often the Israelites were Sufferers for 
ir bare Familiarity with the Heathen, 
I be very notorious upon a diligent En- 
ry into their Hiftory, recorded in the Bi- 
. Even the good King Jehofofkat fuffer'd 1 itfngsi 

bis Friendlhip with wicked Ahab, and 3 2 - 
•ce efcaped with his Life. And it is no 
f$ to be wonder'd at, when G O D is 
as'd togivefuch a Arid and full Charge Pr. 4. 1 
inft fuch Familiarity ,that be fhould punifli f * 
h as heed not his Prohibition, but twill 
mfelvesnotwithftandingjinto fuch an Ac* 
intanceand Intimacy. Moreover, 

u IN Cafes of Difficulty, Wicked Com- 
ions ufe to give very hurtful and rui- 
is Advice. The Matter here fpeaks for 
•If, they can advife to nothing but what 

ir own wicked Hearts appt<mv^\ 
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ttuft therefore advife to carry on Defigns that 
are no ways juftifiable, or elle notorioufly 
evihAnd the Methods they advife to, muft 
be as deftru&ive as the Defign is wicked: 
Mifery and Calamity being in the juft Provi- 
rt* **-denceof G O D, a conftant Attendant and 
u Confequence of Sin . And fure it needs not 
be prov'd,that the Proud will by his Advice 
bloat and fwel! the Mind of hisCompmion; 
the Malicious fharpen and fet a keen Edge % 
on his Temper \ the Drunkard, and Gluc- 
ron, and Luftful,perfuadehim totheGrati- 
lication of his raging Appetites, &c. 

BUT 'tis in Cafes of Difficulty that their 
Advice is efpecially ruinous. If the Man 
be at any Time affronted or injured by - 
others, how frequently do they advife to | 
the mofl: defperate Revenge? if in the Way 
of his Bufinefs,he be entangled and perplext, : 
to what fatal Hazards do they, by their Ad- 
vice, expofe him / And how many Thou- 
fands have ruin'd themfchres by hearkning 
at fuch Seafons, to evil Councilors ? Bat 
however, the beft Advice they ordinarily 
give, is to divert from the unpleafTng Me- 
ditation, and give themfelves up to a Courfe 
of Jollity, that may ftupify the Mind, and 
render it quite infenfible of the Burthen that 
prefles upon it. 

AND they hurry them on to this Courfe 
afLife, with more than common Vehemen- 
cy $ if their CMfcitace* \k£y& v& «mfes& 
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id to upbraid with Sin } if a Beam of Di- 
ne Light raifes a Convi&ion in their Minds, p r . r . r 
d brings them to any ferious Thoughtful- 11,12, j 
rfs abont the Matters of G O D, their Souls, '4- 
id a coming Eternity. Here they labour 
ird to perfwade them ofFfrom the uneafy 
bought, to flight and difregard the trou- 
efbme Imprelfions, to choak them up and 
rerwhelm them by aTorrent of lewdMirth, 
f a-grofler Life of Debauchery than they 
id led before - , How intent are tney upon 
curing them for ihemfeves ? How impatient . 
'their growing Melancholy religious Fools? 
nd how* many Devilifh Arts do they ufe 
► take away wholly, all Senfe and Feeling 

Confcience, that it may never more grow 
leafy? They may be in no Danger of lofipg 
teir Companion, or of having any unealy 
boughes awakened in their own Minds, by 
s Convi&ions and Dilquiet. How ..(Jo 
ey ule softer this Mannerxo befpeak him ? 
ih! 'Tis a Madnefs to be thus unealy 
out Religious Trifles, the Dotage of me- 
ncholy Men, who dream of a Life beyond 
is,' which none of them ever faw. Who 
ould bereave himfelf o*f the Comforts qJF 
ime, and lead a Penfive and deje&ed Ufe^ 
rcaufe of the unprov'd Dreams offbme 
nciful Fools, who would fetter up the 
forld by anneceflary Reftraints, and turn 

into an universal Hermitage. No, ho; 
t us enjoy our felves, whWft Tusk \a!ta».* 
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and take no Thought for hereafter i but ba- 
nifli all fuch uneafy Thoughts from our 
Breads, as would ftab our prefeot Pleafures 
or confine our Delights within any Bounds, 
cboak up Conscience, and drown its Cries; 
and if it will Hill be troublefome. ufe Vio- 
lence with it, and tell.it that ic (hall be ft ill, 
that we will noc hearken to fuch a doting 
Tormentor, but will drive on Time as mer- 
rily as we can,in Wordly Purfujts, and think 
of another World, (it it muft be thought 
upon at all) when chert's no more Felicity 
to be had in this. But never let the Thoughts 
of di franc Ipvifibiiities, an unfcenGOD, 
and Hell, or the Upbraidings of Confcience 
within, reftrain us from thofe Worldly Ob- 
je&s, that offer to our Eyes and Appetites 
fb many Charms and Allurements. After 
this Manner do they make their Addrefs 
to the grieved Soul j thus do they give their 
Advice for the Removal of his Trouble: J 
Oh mad and ruinous Advice! As mifchie- 
vous and Fatal,as if they direded a Sword to 
the Bread: of a diftra&ed Companions ami 
bid him thruft Home to his Heart, and cut 
thro' it with his own Hands, fignifyingto 
him (to heighten his Fury and encourage 
him to make a certain Difpatch) that them- 
felvcs would bear him Company, and cut 
open their own Hearts, provided he would 
deftroy himfelf in like Manner. 

5. And I 
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5. And Laftly. WHEN the Compa- 
nion is in greateft Diftrefs, and moll needs 
their Affiftance, they generally defert him, 
and have neither Power nor Inclination to ^ 
afford him any. Thus, if by following their 
Advice, or Example, the poor Wretch 
brings Ruin on himfelf, becomes a Prey to 
Juftrce, the finfui Companions Ihift for chem- 
felvcs, and defert him : He muft no lodger 
cxf>ecl Relief, or Help from them. If by 
their Society he hath been indued to/nek 
away a good Eftate, and reduce himfelf to 
Beggary, he is kick'd out of their Company* 
and left to ftarve for his wicked Folly; He 
is no longer fie to Club with them, but flumes 
and reproaches his Aflbciates, and therefore 
muft withdraw. If by (harping Gamefters he 
has been chousM out of his Money,andftrip'd 
to the very Skin, he meets with no Pity from 
them; but the defpicable Wretch muft Ihift 
for himfelf; he may die with Cold and Hung- 
er if he will,they'U not relieve him* If in their 
Company he out-fpends his Eftate, contrafta 
a Debt, and for Default of Payment be im- 
mured in a Prifon, and there be at the Point 
of ftarving for Want of Neceflaries, no Pity 
for an Ancient Companion ftirs in their 
Breads; or however, they'll not abate a 
Mite of their own Expences for his Rcicafe 
or Support* How many Inftances of this 
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Nature, may out own Obfervation upon an 
eafy Review hirnifli us wich ? 

BUT (which is the mod pityable Cafe 
of all) if the Man be troubled about his Ever- 
lafting Intereft, and they cannon perfwadc 
him to. wear off the Terror * if G O D'? 
Arrows fticjc fad in him, and Mirth and 
Jollity will not relieve him, then they 
fly his- Society, as mod frightful, leave 
him to his Inward! Torture?; and as they 
cannot adminifter to his Eafe, fo tiiey dare 
not afford him their Company. If by a De- 
bauch he be caft into a Fe4Vour,or lingring 
Confumption, and begins upon the Briak of 
Eternky to rub up his Eyes, look backward 
on his paft Actions, look forward to the 
Everlafting World whether he is going* 
and then in thefe concluding Moments, de- 
fires their Company, that they would now 
either^ bring a Charm to eafe the Inward 
Gnawings of his Confciehce, or elfc feri* 
oufly hearken whilft as a dying Man,he (hews 
them the Folly of their Courfe of Life, ex- 
claims againft the Madnels of his own, or 
folemnly warns them to a quick Repentance. 
There is none that have the Courage to come 
nigh him, they flwn him as they would do 
Death and the Grave. He is in their Ac- 
count, the moft Ghaftly Spedtacle they can 
look upon* 

AND how many>Sirs ? do yorf meet with, 
who in this forlorn C^Mvu^vvt^w^Jx^ta- 



elves with their defperate Folly* -their Com- 
panions with their Unkindnefs, upbraid and 

lab theinfelves with painful and cutting Re- 
flexions, and accufe them i How do they 
thus bemoan tbemfelves ? Oh! that Ifhould 
hearken to the finful Motions of my own cor* 
rupt Heart ! To their Fatal Advices, and 
fuffer my Company to put off the Thoughts 
of G O D, nw Soul,and an everlaftiug Eftate 
till now ! Now on the Brink ot another 
World, 1 fee my Folly, but defpair of a 
•Cure* acknowledge my Madnefs, my prodi- 
gious Madnefs, but ah ! 'tis too late. They 
have brought me hither to this deplorable, 
to this defpairing,.to this raging Conditi- 
on, and there they leave me ; leave me ex- 
posed to the furious Tortures of mine own 
guilty Confcieoce, the terrible Wrath pi an 
incenfed GOD, and the killing Profpe£ of 
Eternal Mifery juft befpre me, and now they 
are gone ! They could hurry me on to that 
Sin which bath brought me to this difmai 
State, but now can, fay nothing to relieve 
or eafe me, and fhun my Sight as intollera- 
hlc. My Grow* they cyn't hear, my Pains 
they cant eafe, my Terrors they can't re- 
move, nor fave me from the Grave, from 
the Juftice of GOD, from the Mifery of 
HdK And is this the Iflue of my Delights ! 
This the Fatal Uplhot and Conclufipn of 
our Fricndfhip ! Am I thus forgotten 7 Am 
Ithus abhore'd! Oh xMeJauchoYy £o\Vj \ OV. 

E 2 WVsa- 



Melancholy Folly ! Oh Madnefs beyond Er- 
prcffion or Thought / What have 1 done f 
Where am I? In a Wildernefs folitary and 
diftrefi'd, and not a Friend comes near me ! 
Oh that 1 had dwelt more with GOD and 
Good Men! They would aot have abandon- 
ed me thus in a Time of Extremity. 1 fhould 
now have them (landing rodnd me with rc- 
frefhing Cordials. Oh that 1 had fled luch 
very Ruinous Society, that I had rather 
pafs d away my Life in fome forlorn Corner, 
in fome uninhabited Defart among Lions 
and Tygcrs! But ah! I complain in Vain, 
I muft, (I fee) I mo ft away from all my mad 
Companions and Delights, make my Ap- 
pearance at the Bar of G O D, there to be 
condemned, and then thruft from thence into 
Hcll,to languid for ever in Chains of Dark- 
nefs,among that madder and Eternally rag- 
ing Society that inhabit there* 

w E have difpatch'd the Three former 
Heads of our Difcourfe, and proceed to the 
Laft, to make Improvement, or 

IV. APPLICATION. Is Wicked 

Company thus Infective and ruinous? Hence 
we may 

i. GIVE fome Account of the prodigious 

Wkkednefs that abounds in the World. 

Whcocc it has fpread it felf fo wide, and is 

grown to fuch a Mcafixw ol \tfo\w^ & 



that we may almoft apply to the preftnt 
Inhabitants, the Defcription G O D gives us 
of the Old World, which in dreadful Juftice 
he fwept away by the Waters of a Flood. 

That all Flejb had comtpted* their Way % *nd Gm6 * x 
the whole Earth was filled with Violence, i. e. ia * **" 
The mod daring and prefumptuous Sins* It 
may be fairly accounted far from the Do- 
ftrine we have already laid down \ for the 
Principles of Averlion from God, and Re- 
bellion and Enmity agiinft him, which are 
born with Man's Nature, in thisftateof A- 
poftacy, incline him to all Evil. He hath a 
natural Inftintt that invites hfm tp Society. 
His Love to Si n, and Propenfions to Society 
(operating in Conjun&ion) do evidently ren- 
der him fond of evil Company* thisfuits him 
beft, and moft correfponds with his depra- 
ved Faculties and Appetites : And fure 'tis 
obvious, that a Society thus pleating, plea- 
ling from his natural Inclinations to Socie- 
ty ; more pleating from his potent A verfiohs 
to that which is good, and as powerful Ten- 
dencies to that which is evil, will do very 
much to heighten this finful Temper of his, 
to ftimulate and pulh kirn forward to the 
more eager Commiflfon of Sin, and to em- 
bolden and harden him therein. 

1 T is evident, that the Society that molt 
pleafes, will have mod lufluencc upon the 
Man, and according to the fcteafott. o£V\\s 

Delight ia them, will their De&w ot \»ft»-* 

E 5 v*W* 
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eficebe: And as every Opportunity heec 
joys their Company, will the more endca 
them to him, fo every Seafon of finful Plea 
fure will the more" enrage and confirm h 
Inward Diftempers ; as the rubbing of th 
Itch fpreads it farther, or as the adding Fue 
to the Flames, caufes them to burn out wit 
the greater Vehemence and Rage. An 
'tis as fevidfent, that Example will give 
ftrange Bold n els in the mod Hazardous At 
tempts. A Man who by himfelf would b 
witheld from Sin by the Commanding Re 
ftraints of Confcience, or the Dread of Di 
vine Vengeance, will in Company forge 
both one and the other, and venture, with 
out any Remorfe or Reluctance, on what 
whilifc alone, he had no Courage to commit 
Emulation of others ftirs on to the fame da 
ring Undertakings with them. Mutual At 
feftion perfuades on to an Equality of Guilt 
tho* at the Hazard of Equal Vengeance an< 
Mifery, to avoid being charg'd by a Be 
loved Aflbciate with Want of Affc&ion 
becaufe of an Unwillingefs to run the fami 
Rifque with him, and defyc the fame Dan 
gers. 

THIS being then (as we have made evi 
dent)the natural Tendency and Effed of evi 
Company; and Man being a Creature ver] 
fond of Society in the bell State of his Na- 
ture i of evil Society in the prefent depravec 
State tbercot \ it is ao Vtf o\utai \Xv*ON\<2i 
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ednefs, vaftand Infolent Wlckednefs ftioald 
overfpread the Earth, as it now doth. 

THE Infeftion is already communica- 
ted to all ^ Sociecy tends to fpread it farther, 
the Mifcheif is capable of prodigious In- 
creafe: It is no Wonder it fhould he fo Ge- 
neral, no Wonder k fhould be fo monftrous. 
Moreover we mav infer 
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2- THE Madnefs and Mifery of Che 
greateft Part of the World. Their Mad- 
nefs in being fond of fuch ruinous and de- 
ftru&ive Society, their Mifery in livingun- 
der the -Influences thereof. Is it eafily. cre- 
dible, that Men who have the life, of their 
Reafon, and fee lb many frightful Wrecks 
before their E/es, fo many Ghaftly Ruins 
mide in Families and E dates, fo. much In- 
famy, Contempt and Shame, to much Po- 
verty and Mifery brought.on particular Per- 
fcns, ftould yet (by 1 know not what ft- 
cret Spells) be bewitch'd with the fame So- 
ciety that hath producM thefe very formi- 
dable Effefts; and love it with that Fondnefs 
as if they courted Ruin, and were pleasM 
with the Thoughts of being undone? 

INDEED another World lyes out of 
Sight, and Men can *Very cafilv Ihift the 
Thoughts of that, who will hearken to the 
Suggellions of their corrupt Heart?. Bu-c 
one vfould think Ruins in thw uuvvm^ 
Eftatcof fo eafy ObCervatioa, audfoccrccv- 

E 3 w^ 
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mon Event, fhonld make deeper Impreffion 
upon them, and bring 'em to a more feri- 
oos Thoughtfulnefs. And in Reality, they 
are never the lefs mad, for venturing on Ru- 
in in another Life \ (tho* it be out of Sight, 
and they have not any Occular Demonltra- 
tion of the Certainty and Greatnefs of the 
Ruin as they have in the other Cafes) becaufe 
tho' they fee it not, yet they have as much 
Evidence for the Truth thereof, as puts the 
Matter out of all rational Doubt as much 
as could fairly bedefired, as could well be 
given, GOD having pawn'd his own Ve- 
racity and Faithfulnefs tor the Certainty 
thereof. 

ALAS! What a ftrange Blindnefs is 
that of the depraved Mind of Man ? What 
a Numucfs hath fetz'd his Faculties, that 
he fhould no more freely, no more feri- 
oufly think on the Matters that do moft high, 
ly concern him ? But by a* Inftinft as blind 
as what moves the Brutes, fhould adjoyn 
bimfelf to that Society that moft fuits with 
Corrupt Nature, without looking to 
the mifchievous and deadly Confequence* 
of fuch an Afibciation. Mcchinks we may 
even transfer hither that Ex predion of the 

> ftt.t.n Apoftle Peter \They are as natural Brute Beafts, 
made to be taken and deftroyed. Or that Pa- 

Wr 10. rallel one of Jude, What they know naturally, 
i» thofe Things they corrupt t hem fe Ives. i. e« 

TheyzSk by *h? blind \mmMci<& *%ttfo*l 
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and Brutifli Nature, with as much Incon- 
fideration as the very Beafts. and by follow, 
ing Tendencies of theirs, do grofly pollute 
and degrade themfelves. And is not this 
Madnefs? Is it not worfc than Madnefs? 
Oh ! How mad then is the greateft part of 
Mankind? It is a Numberleis Majority that 
mix themfclves with fuch Society; Indeed 
they are very few who have eflap'd the Con- 
tagion, and that not without the Interven- 
tion of the Mighty Power of Divine Grace, 
that has fnatcb'd them as Brands out of the 
Burning, and fav'd them from the common 
Mifchkf and Ruin. 

AND is not the World as miferable,as it 
is mad and foolifh, when the greatefc Part 
of Mankind by far, have fuch a Fondnefs for 
the ruinous Society of the Wicked? Indeed 
the whole World fcems to the enlightened 
C&rs)?***, a Great BedlmrtjOt Hofpital, where 
the greateft Part by far, are cither dift ratted 
or maim'd, or elfe with the mmoft Impa- 
tience and Eagerneis, courting the Lofs of 
their Senfe and Limbs. And Wicked Soci- 
cty,1ike (brae hideous Rock, on which Thou- 
fands have been dalh'd in Pieces, and Bo- 
dies and Goods fwim round on the Surface 
of the Waters; and yet, (Oh! fatal Mad- 
nefs !) others without any Horror at the 
irery frighttul Spe&acle, will thruft forward 
xi the fame Mifchief, tho' they go deww 
lakktQtbebottointfnd k$v$ floatu*£a\*)Ne<> 
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the fame Ruins with others who have gon< 
before them. The greateft Part of Man- 
kind will keep to the Company which h 
fo dangerous^ and that when the Dan get 
is obvious, and the Ruins of others appear, 
whereever they look around them. Nay. 
if they had but the Liberty and Freedom o1 
Thought, becoming Men, would perceive 
that the encroaching Mifchief had already 
fe'vid on themfelves, and is every Day ad? 
vancing forward their utter Ruin; if noi 
in the prefent Life, yet in a Future, where 
the Ruin will be as fure and inconceivablji 
more terrible, tho' it be out of Sight and 
thio? they do what they can to put off the 
Thdughts of it. 

—A L A S ! Can there be a more affc&ing 
J*ro(pe&, than to fee an Herd of Men defti- 
tote of their Senfes, and led oh by I know 
not what potent Charms of Society, leaping 
headlong from a*. Precipice^dalhing to 
Pieces in the Defcenr, and (battering the 
Rtiiiis of their Bodies, their Blood, and 
Brains, and Bones on the Rocks in the 
Way, and on the Ground below ? Yet, 'tis 
a-Thoufand fold more frightful Profpeift 
we We before us, to fee the Generality 
of Mankind following each other to Mi- 
fery* and Ruin upon Earth, and to the in- 
comparably moreGhaftly Mifery of a Fa- 
tate HeJ] ; hurryU on by the mighty Ira- 
pallb of perfw'afive Luft ^ \to Y&\*>u\ C&* 
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roption of a depraved Nature, the Charms 
)fa mad Society, to Poverty and Shame, 
Dlfgracc, and Mifcry, on Earth ; and 
u> the flaming Horrors of utter Darkncfs. 
^>h miferable State / Nothing can be con- 
fivd more frightful, but the Accomplifli- 
foent of that Ruin, to which they are mak- 
ing very hafty Approaches. Let me graft 
fro the foregoing a 

3. HOW much Reafon have all, (efpe- 
tially Youth)to becaucious of fuch Society ? 
^he Danger is great and common, and 'tis 
*afy to fee that Youth isefpecially expos'di 
>ecaufe whilfl their Blood runs warmly 
hro' their Veins, and the Motions of the 
arnal Appetite arc itrong and lively, 
hey the are more eafily won by the Tempta- 
ion, grow food of the Society, their evil 
Jabits are the moft eafily confirmed and im- 
►rov'd ; fo that the Poflcflion of their Hearts 
nee gotten is a lafting one> and they are 
ery hardly .recovered when once they are 
mbarqned in the ruinous Society. And 
)h how frequently in all Experience, are 
Touth entangled and undone by fuch Com- 
pany and that with Difpatch ? Not only with 
tefped to the prefenc Life, but what is 
nuch more fatal and deplorable, loft for 
Eternity: Firft give their Appetites the 
oofe Rein, and encourage them by the Ex- 
mple ofcheir Companions ia tto Yi\^m&. 
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Extravagancies, check or bribe their Con* 
Iciences, and at length having Cear'd them, 
bid Defiance to all Principles of Religion, 
Honour, or Honefty, and live in open Con- 
tempt of the Laws of G O D,and an avowed 
Disbelief of the Truths of his Revelation. 
S O L O MO N(it is very likely ) from 
this Perfwafioo, addrefles many of thu firft 
Chapter of his Rook of Proverbs to his Son, 
and in one of them gives a very remarka- 
ble Inftance of the Pre valency of evil jSo- 
Fnv. 7. 7.ciety with Youth. Z beheld among thefinifle 
ones^ 1 difcerrfd among the. Tout h, a young 
Man void ofVnderftandingy that was eafify 
fedue'd by the enticing Words of an Harlot : 

And what the melancholy Confeq'iences of 
bis Sedu&ton were, the Series of the Chap- 
ter dffcovers. 

HOWEVER, Youth are not the only 
Perfbns endangered: There is Society in 
the World to fuit every Age and State 
of Life, with fuccesful Temptations, and 
others proceed to the fore- mentioned Mea- 
fore of Blindnefs, Profaiiels, and Maligni- 
ty^ by quite different Steps. 

BUT if this be the Melancholy State 
of the Cafe; is it not mo ft evident, that 
all Perfbns have the High eft Reafon in 
the World, to be cautious in the Choice of 
their Society ? That they may not thro* 
evil influence 9 be hurry'd away into the 
worlt gad moft provoke, Suvv. \Mn ^ 
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they aroid openly lewd and profane Com- 
pany, yet if they mingle withfuch as are 
vain and foolifh, and hare no Savour of 
Religion, their Convcrfe is like to breed 
an Unconcern about the Things of GOD, 
if it doth not produce a Contempt of him, 
and whatever is Sacred. And really, when 
we carry about with us corrupt Natures, 
that are fo eafily tickled and entie'd to that 
which is finful, we have all need to ufe 
the utmoft Caution in this Cafej efpect- 
afly, when an innate Inclination to Soci- 
ety helps forward the powerful Tenden- 
cy of Lull, makes the Danger therefore 
the greater, and the Sugcefs of the Temp- 
tation more eafy andTure. 

4 THEN thofe defcrve Reproof, that 
make too bold with evil Company. Un- 
der which I comprehend fuch who may be 
civiliz'd, but have no powerful Savour of 
Religion, nor by their Convcrfe difcovcr 
any ferious Regard to the great Matters 
of GOD, their Souls and Eternity. And 
alas ! Who is there that more or lefs, is 
not liable to this Reproof? 

i . E V E N thofe who are born agaio 
by the Power of Grace, and have a pre- 
vailing Abhorrence of that which is flatly 
Evil, a prevailing Flatnete towards that 
which is not truly Good •, artist too V&& 
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ijl expofing therafelves in Society, too bai 
dy ia venturing into, too frequent, an 
free, and pleau'd with the Company c 
Evil Doers : for, alas!' they have the Rem 
nants of Corruption in them, tho' they ar 
freed from the Reign thereof ; and the Lufl 
ings ot corrupt Nature are too much hi 
mour'd and fed by them. And it is (alafs; 
a Matter obvious in common Expcriena 
that in Compliance with their Compan] 
they too frequently clofe their Mouths i 
GOD's Caufe, lend a patient Ear to tf 
, Froth and Folly, if not to the downrigl 
^ Sin and Wickedpefs of their Companion 
and involve ^ themfelves thereby in thei 
Guilt,' thro' juft Participation. 

NOR do they keep that. Guard ovc 
themfelves as they ought to do, but ofte 
hearken to their own corrupt Inclination 
or the Infinuations of others, to their ow 
Prejudice, Difquiet and Mifchief, to tl 
railing a Clamor within, by alarumir 
Confciencej or what is much worfe, tot! 
making a Stand in the Chriftian Life, I 
laying itafleep.- 

AND alas! the World v Affairs whic 
mult be manag'd and carry'd on in .fn< 
Society, frequently prove much to the 
Hurt, and they cxcufe themfelves in the 
iinful Compliances^and unjuftifiable Pleafe< 
nefs with the Society, by a Pretence of o< 
ceOkry Bufinefc, \&dwa*ta&c W^du^ 
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m eafily taken and overcome. Where-* 
y ihonld never indeed mingle with 
ociety, but with an heedful Obfervati- 

and Reftraint laid upon themfelves. 
as Solomon advifes in another Cafe^ 
le due Regulation and Confinement 

Appetite, whetted by the Prefence 
table Obje&s, to keep a Knife at the Fra. 23- 
ts,fo ftiould they by a fenfe of their 
?r,on all fuch Occafions, quicken their 
;ion and Vigilancy. But 

THOSE are much moretp be re- J 
I, who without any Care or Cauti- • 
:nture upon any Society. ^ That lend 
ienc Ejr to all Temptations of this 
e, without any ferious Thought, or 
I Diftin&ion \ that without any Re- 
to the Danger or Fear of it, will 
m to every infinuating Argument that 
i to invite them into any Company ; 

fearlefly and inconfideratcly expofe 
:lves to the Danger and Mifchief( which 
/e (hewn you) is to be expe&ed from 
ompany. He being eafily enfnarM 
:m, and held faft, and ruin'd, who 
it Diftinftion, or ferious Thought, 
;ns expofe himfelf. And doth he not 
e a very fevere Rebuke, that will af- 
is Manner venture on his ownDe- 
on, and to gratify unaccountable Hu- 

m'wgk with a Society ot MiA-tafc\w 
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grow raving as well as they, by being us'd 
CO their Converfe, and at laft pcrifli in* 
fallibly with them? Certainly, that Man 
who will thas offer himfelf to inevitable 
Ruin, deferves the moft ferious Reproof, 
if be ben't deaf to all Advice, and grown 
too dangcroully ft up id to receive any Be- 
nefit from it. But 

3. ARE theymoflofalltobereprov'd, 
who are not only eafily feduc*d into wicked 
Company, but court it, and make it their 
Bufinefs to in v eagle and (educe others: 
That are only gratified whilft they arc 
making themfelves vile among fuch Com- 
panions \ and entring unwary and unfettled 
poor Sinners, whom they can Influence, in 
the lame Devilifh Society: That compafs 
Sea and Land to make Profelytes, for the 
Devil, and train them up in all the wick- 
ed Arts and Practices themfelves ufe, to 
Sear Coofcience, and work their Minds into 
the molt defperate Contempt of GOD, 
the molt inveterate Hatred of any Thing 
that bears his Image. That are continually 
looking out for fuch f efpecially among 
the Youth) that they can moft eafily make 
a Prey of, and when they have once entred 
them into the Club, do their utmoft to wear 
off all fober 1m predion s, and transform 
them into as very Beads and Devils as 
themfelves \ who can laugh at the. Terrors 
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of Divine Joftice, brave Hell and Damnati- 
on i in a Word are grown, Heroes in Luft* 
and (as long as Opportunities and Temp- 
tations, and the Noifes and Clamours of 
fenfual Mirth and Jollity will buoy up their 
Spirits, and keep off all dreadful Appre- 
henfions of another Nature, ) will Ihew 
themfelves more defperately Couragious 
than the Devils, by disbeleiving and turn- 
ing into Ridicule, that Wrath of GOD, 
and Mifery of the DamnM, which the De- 
vils believe and feel, and at which they/ 40 - 1 
tremble : That can t be content to go Go 
HeU by themfelves, but do their utmoft Co 
deftroy others with them* tho'at the fame 
Time, they heat the Furnace of Divine 
Wrath the more glowing Hot for them- 
felves, and aggravate their own Mifery 
and Damnation; Who ufe their main En- 
deavours to poifon all the Society with 
whom they converfe, wtth their own mifc 
chievous Principles, to communicate to 
them the fameMeafure of Infolence iaSm 
and Contempt of O O D, which is grown 
natural to themfelves, to perfwade them 
to caft off GOD, Heaven or Hell, and 
pafs away Life in one continued Rant of 
the grofTeft Debauchery and Lewdnefs, and 
buoy themfelves up in fnch a Courfe of 
Ufe, by a raging Infidelity. 

S U R E L Y, if the Society of fuch Per- 
fons by the very natural \uftvx^tv«^\^\«. 
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ruinous* ( I mean ) when they do not fa 
therofdves with Vigor and Induftry to 
propagate the mad Temper; themfebres 
muft be doubly ruin'd, who ufe their 
utrtidft Art and Induftry to infeft and 
ieafuriiie others to make them vile) and 
lewd, and devilifh. 

INDEED thefe Men fcorn our Advi- 
fu ij.n.ces and Rebukes, they laugh at the firft. 
Am. j.io an d r age at the laft. But if they'll be ft 
mad* we muft not forbear to fhew then 
their Fotty and Danger: And let tberr 
feoglr and rage on, *tis but a very liuh 
While* before they'll as much u braid them 
felves with their Folly and Madnefs; nay 
ten Thoufend-fold more than we can da 
'tis but a fhorc Seiafen* before they'll rag 
with much greater Vehemency againft 'em 
ielves* than tbey can now rage againft us 
if not in this Life, yet certainly withoo 
Repentance* in another -, when the Inwan 
Torments of their own Minds will b 
fretting them for ever* and they in An 
guifh and Horror will gnafh their Teed 
and tear themfelves to Pieces with thci 
own Hands* [for their defperate Coutemj 
of the ferious Advice* for their maligna! 
and devilfh Rage at the kind Rebukes \ 
fuch *s would have fhewn them the 
Folly* perfuaded them off from the fell 
ruining Defign* and to a fitter and moi 
vfcful EmploymttftoUlvw Cwxlties^ Pov 
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ers, and Induftry. I fhall dole up the Dif- 
courfe with an 

5. EXHORTATION to two or 
three Sorts otPerfons. 

1, TO fuch as hare already been cn- 
negled by wicked Men, and are their 
Companions. My main Ad vide is imme- 
diately to defert their Company; For 
G O I>s Sake, Sirs, ftand ttill a little, and 
debate the Cafe with your felves. We 
have not given a full Account of the Mat* 
ter we have been treating of; but may we 
not call in you as Evidences that we have 
given a fair State of Things ? As Evi- 
dences of the Contagion of wicked Com- 
pany ? Ask your felves (if you have fa 
much Confideration left ,J what Progrefle$ 
yon have made in Vice, fince you have 
been thus mifchievoufly yoked. Are y?u 
not grown more bold, and impudent; 
in a Courfe of Sin, as well as more 
raging and furious ? Are you not ever/ 
Day more averfe to ferious Confideration, 
to any Retirement from the World, for 4 
a ferioos Debate with your felves; mors 
food of the fatal Converie, more charro'd. 
therewith, more Simulated and encourag'd 
thereby in a Courfe of Sinning.* Don'c 
you find that you now have an high Con- 
tempt of GOD, and this growing apace 
(not only to hlaibhemou* Ta&-> *x& ^ 

f 2 * \\^arf^ 
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hteheft Degrees of Lewdnefc, in Defp 

of the Restraints of his Law, and the 

rible Threatnings by which it is en for 

but) to a bold Infidelity, .an utter Di 

lietof, and Difregard to the common F 

ciples of natural Religion, and thofe 1 

fwafions of Mankind about the Honefty 

Decency of their Aftions, that have t 

entertained among Heathens and dofi 

to fupport the Awfulneft of Vertue, to 

hold Societies, and to. maintain Peace 

Order in any tollerable Meafure in 

World. And Sirs, can you feel the < 

gerous Pbyfon creeping on to the Vi 

(for if once you lofe a Senfe of thefe c 

mon Principles, all Feeling of Confci< 

is loft, and your fclves are loft alfo, w 

out a Miracle,) and yet not be ftartle 

the amazing Folly ? What, are you I 

ricd away by an impetuous Stream ? j 

do you Hide fmoothly on to a dangei 

Precipice, from whence, you'll be inev 

bly plung'd into utter Ruin, and hare 

loft your Senfes ! Are you depriv'd of 

Underftanding of Men !Do not you fee v 

ther yon are going ? Or doth the Di 

Pleafure, and the potent Fafcination of i 

a mad Society, hurry all Compofure 

of your Thoughts, blind your Eyes? i 

will you drive on without looking bel 

you, or ever cxyc&wUua^ with y 

xircs, till Che E\mttotU&ta&vw 
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joo, till you perifli with the ruinous So* 
ciety on which you dote? Methinks, (if 
GOD hath not given you up co a repro- 
bate Mind t J ic fhould not be impoffible 
in fuch a plain Cafe to refcue you, to pre- 
vail upon you to break off from the de- 
flra&ive Converfe, and quit the Society. 
I fuppofe you are yet Men who have Rea- 
fon that you can exercize, that you have 
Thought and Con Iteration, tho f alas I 
fee you do little ufe it, and are finfully 
difenclin'd to fuch an Exercife. But for 
GOD's Sake Sirs, in a Matter of fuch 
Importance, refolve for once, to hear the 
Voice; of Conference, and a little ufe your 
fober Thoughts whilft we propofe to you 
a few ferious Queftions. And Continence 
1 charge thee, do thine Office. 

x. DID your Confciences never rebuke you 
in fecret, for your free Converfe with xbe 
Wicked, for your rafh and familiar life of 
their Society ? Had you never any Inward 
Horrors at their Courfe of Life ? Can you 
lever remember any particular Sealbnsor 
Intervals, wherein you had at lead a Thought 
ind Sufpicion that Hill you did amils. in 
ifing fuch Converfe ? A Sufpicion that ftill 
\tcw more uneafy, the more you attend* 
:d thereto, and againft which you had no 
>thcr Way to defend your felves, but by 
unung it out of your Thoughts *ad a 

F 3 *v> 
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rtfolv'd non- Attention to the unpleafing 
Snggeftion ? You may now, perhaps, have 
overgrown this Uneafinefs, and have no 
fuch Pangs; but let me ask you whether 
yon have a&ed like Men, in thus (titling 
your own Convl&ions, in this refolved 
Deafnefs to the uneafy Clamours of Con- 
fcience? Whether.you have done according 
to the Perfwafibns of Reafon, in flying 
thefe Inward Motions, and ufing the utmoft 
Artifice, and fometimes Violence, to free 
your felves from the troublefome Thought f 
Or is it juftifiable in your own fober Senfe, 
(if you have any remaining*) to rulh thus 
upon a beloved Society, in fpfte of your 
own relufting Thoughts, before you had 
debated the Matter throughly, and exami- 
ned whether you did well or ill, in fuch a 
free Converfation with the Wicked? 

2. DO you in your Conferences believe 
that you iare now anfwering the great Eftd 
for which you were made ? Do you think 
yon were made for no other Ends than to 
grow fenfual,bratifli,and prophane,1ewd,and 
Atheiftical, by the charming Endearments 
t>f a mad Society ? Can you in yourConfci- 
ences believe the great GOD gave you 
Powers, and Thought, and Time, and out- 
ward Enjoyment, to be thus us'd and ex- 
crm y A 7 and fpent? What, in idle, imperti- 
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oent v fcurrilous, lewd, blafpheroqus, and 
Athciftical Difcourfcs and Beh9Vtour,in vain 
Mirth and Prodigality, in waftful Expeu- 
ces, and a dozy Idlenefs ? To Uve like 
Brutes, and by the powerful Igipulftsof 
a fenfual Nature, to Herd together for thefe 
molt unmanly Purpofcs, withoqt any Fore* 
Thought or Copfic'eration. Oh Fatal 
Thoughtfulnefs ? Is this a Life 'becoming 
a rational Creature ? Suiting tlje Ends $ 
its Being, or any Ways aRproyable EQ It* 
own fober Thoughts? Is this Convetfijtra- 
ly Manly, this Society truly preferably? 
Can you in your own Consciences deem 
it fucb ? You are then paft the Reach and 
Relief ot all Argment, are traritforpTd ifl* 
to very Brutes and Monfters ; but are real- 
ly fo far from a nfwering the End for which 
you were made, that you are doing what 
you can to con trad id and Qppofe ft, Bui 
however, well fuppofe you given up by 
GOD to make fuch a falfe Eftimate of 
Things, and will proceed farcher with you 
on fuch a Supposition. Let me ask yo« the* 
farther. 

3, DO you really believe that thele 
Perfwafions of yours, this Relilh of the 
Society will continue for ever/* That 
you (hall always have the farpe De- 
light in the Conyerfe of t.hefe wicked Fools? 
Do you think that you ball never be cotv 

F 4 n\&c& 
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vinc'd that your prefentNotions are miftaken 
ones? That you (hall never hare any un* 
eafy, reproachful Self-Rcfl eft ions on the 
Folly and Madnefs of your Converfe ? What, 
are. you fafe then from the Dangers and 
Ruins that are ufuaHy the Confequents of 
fuch Society ? Are you fure you (hall never 
hereafter pinch for your prc(ent Pleafure, 
or pine for your prefent Excefles/ Or if 
not thus fecurej are you fafe from the 
Torments of your own Mind, when your 
Calamities (hall awaken it ? What, is it 
fiupified then is your own Apprehenfions, 
beyond all Recovery? Will it never again 
be quickned to any Senfe and Feeling ? Or 
do you think you (hall charm the Tor- 
ipentor, by a Reflexion on your paft De- 
lights, or have any other Confiderations 
to Antidote againft Inward Terrors and 
Torments ? If you have fue b a Thought let 
we enquire farther, 

4* DID you never hear of a poor 
Wretch, that after he had been undone {as 
to Worldly Enjoyments) by fucb Society, 
groan'd out the bittereft Complaints againft 
his laracatable Folly, raging at his Com-' 
panions, #nd tormenting himfelf. One 
who having brought Shame, and Diferace, 
and Poverty, and Ruin on himfelr thro' 
their Example, thro* thefe pleafing Entice* 

mentff tbro' th^t M*Vr vA VKvBfiw^ 
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It languifh'd a while, and then Tank under 
: Inward Torturesof a grieved Mind,grew 
lancholy, or raging \ and at length to get 
1 of his Internal Vexations, laid violent 
inds upon himfelf, and by Sword, or Pi- 
\\ or Ropc,or Poyfon,hurry'd himfelf from 
liferable Life, into a more miferable Hell. 
ly, did you never hear ot fuch a Perfon ? 
ill none of the Ages paft, nor our very 
generate one furnifl) any fuch Examples ? 
> Sirs, they are too common as well as 
riorable. And have you any Security, 
t the great GOD will not injoftice, 
ve you to languilh under fuch Inward 
rments, and at length execute Juftice 
>n you by your own Hands? Or can 
i believe that you are Proof againft 
fuch Terrors and Vexations? What 
e you to fecure you againft G O D's Yen* 
nee, or to ftupify your Souls more than 
ers, that you (hould have any fuch Con- 
nee? But to proceed, 

;. DID you never ftand by the Bed 
a dying Companion. One who (per* 
s) thro his Life was as fond of wick- 
Company as you are; but when be 
te to die, had a piercing Conviction 
he Madnefs of his pad Life and Con- 
e,and in dreadful Agonies of Soul breath- 
►ot the moft doleful Farewell to his for* 
Mirth agd roioous Corott^&Ytfi \ XM> 
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yo» never hear the def paring Groans thai 
fuch utter* their terrifying Shrieks and Out- 
cries, and the mournful Lamentations the) 
make oyer their mifchievous Folly? Did 
you never obferve how their Countenance 
and Carriage difcover the painful Racking* 
Struggles, and Terrors of their difeafed 
Minds ? 

I know indeed, its ufual for you in this 
Calamity, to fhift an Attendance on the 
deareft Aflbciace. But furc your Love mud 
have for once overpois'd your Dread of 
fuch a Sight, and carried you away to the 
Death- Bed of fuch a Companion : Andean 
you ever forget, how he vex'd at, and up- 
braided hknfelf, how he accus'd, condemnd, 
and curs'd with defpairing Vehemegcy and 
Rage, his Wicked Companions ? With how 
much folemn Terror he warn'd Survivor$ 
to take heed to themfelves* and avoid the 
dangerous Rocks on which he had been 
wjrcckt; efpecially to leave, that wicked 
Company, and Courfe of Living, that (tart) 
fo hideouily in his Face, and tormented him 
in fo Ghaftly a Manner, in the Uft laa- 
guiflung Period of his Life ? And finally 
In what Horrors and Anguifh he groan'd 
out his laft Breath, and left the World t 
And do you think thefe Terrors could be 
avoided/ The Mind diverted ffom the 
melancholy Thought, or eas'd under it: 
Would they thw\w^a^2^v^? Would 
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they thus rage at, and tear themfelves, if 
tbey could procure any Eaftor Relief? 

BUT if you decline a Vifit to them 
when thusdiftrefs'd, what Reafon can ypu 
render for it? Indeed I acknowledge it is 
no pleating Speftacle to fee a Dear Intimate 
thus ftretch'd on the Rack, and in the 
higheft Agonies of Soul declaring his Un* 
eafinefs in Life, and Abhorrence of Death. 
But let your Conferences deal fairly with 
you. Is not this the immediate real Rea- 
fon of your Abfence, that yon fear bis dy- 
ing Groans fhould awaken your Confcien- 
ces, and fpoil your finful Pleafures, left 
you (hould grow melancholy and raging as 
well as he, and hare thereby a Period put 
at once to all your valued Enjoyments? 
And do you really (brink from him in this 
Calamity for this Reafon ? Oh mad Beha- 
viour / What, do you know that you have 
Confidences within that don't approve what 
you are doing ? Confciences which fuch a 
Sight and Observation will violently rooze ? 
And are you not wretchedly cheated by 
the Devil then,fince if you have fuch a Con- 
fcience, you have no Security agaiqft its 
Torments? The great GOD may in Ju- 
ftice awaken it at his Pleafurc, and take 
a Thoofand Advantages againft yon, to ter- 
rify you with this Inward Tormentor. So, 
Chat in Reality, you are not like to ef- 
cspe ibis Mifky by avoiding taw Sy&& % 
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but only provoke GOD the more, 
the more expofe your felves to his Wi 
thereby. Again 

6. DO you ever expeft to die y 

felves? And do you think, that in Viev 

another World, into which you are 

launching forward, that you (hall make 

pleafing Reflexions on your Life and O 

pany ? Others who have gone before y 

(tho* they could never be coavinc'd befc 

have then acknowledged their Madnefs 

rpg'd at it. What (hould fecure you aga 

the fame Convidions and Tortures? 

you think C that when you are juft hover 

over an everlafting World, and look 

to it, when in View of the dreadful 1 

banal of G O D, and juft ready to app 

thereat, ) it will no Way contribute to y 

Terror and Difturbance, to bethink y 

felves, how madly you have fpent y< 

Time, and in what mad Society aad Mi 

you have drown'd all ferious, pra&ical, a 

found Thougths of GOD, your Souls, a 

another World? Or fhall you then hi 

any Relifh of that Society, in which j 

have fo foolilhly thrown away your Ti 

to GOD's great Difhonour, your o 

greateft Prejudice? Will their Mirth a 

Jollity, their loud Laughter, orimpertinc 

Prating or Difputes, make then any IV 

£ck in your Eats ? W& ^ xAuwv ^re 
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choofe fuch Converfe / Will not the matt 
grave and ferioas Society, who can talk 
to you warmly, feelingly, and with Savour 
of the Things of GOD, who can pray 
with you, and for you, who can give yon 
good Advice, and inftruft you how to make 
your Peace with GOD, and to efcape 
the Miferies before you, be then more 
efteem'd ? And are you not worfe than mad, 
to choofe fuch for your Companions whillfc 
alive, which (tf you die in your Senfes, and 
are not given up by G O D to a repro- 
bate Mind,) you'll hate above a D others 
when you come to die, and fcarce endure 
to fee them j or if you do fee them, \t 
muft be with Horror, at their, and your 
own defperate Folly; to your own InwjiriJ 
Grief and Reproach i to their Terror and 
Torment? Again V 

7. HOW do you think fuch Compaiijjr 
will pleafe, when you make your Appearance 
in the Judgment, and fhall have your Lives 
wquir'd into,at that dreadful Bar of G OD ? 
They did by their Advices, Example and 
Encouragements, help to buoy up your 
Spirits whilft alive : Do you think they'll 
inord you any fuch Relief againft: the Me- 
\acesof an angry Judge,and the Terrors of 
/our Condemnation on fuch a Day ? When 
ill your Deeds of Darknefs fhall be ek- 
x?s*d to Light. aU your flnv»^\^^«^ 
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lball be publiih'd to the World, not with 
Mirth, and Raillery, and Pleafure, as your 
felves have done heretofore, but with dread* 
lb! Vengeance .- Not to make Sport for yon. 
bat to fill yoa with Shame, and bluJhing 
Indignation. And do yoa think it will be 
my Ways pleafing, tojhave it declar'dtc 
the whole World, that in fuch wicked Com- 
pany, and Pr ad ices, you fpent your pre- 
cious Time, to G O D*s Diflionour, and 
your own Ruin ? Will you have Courage 
to own and defend your Companions ifl 
in the Prefence of your Judge, the Holy 
Angels, and Glorified Saints, fome of w hid 
(perhaps) caution'd fou againft the pferilous 
Aflbciation? Sure, if you have the common 
Senfe and' Feeling of Men, you muft trem- 
ble at the Thoughts of a Convention be- 
fore that Judge, on fuch a Seafbn, in the 
Prefence of fo many Glorious Spectators. 
with fo dishonourable, bafe, and wicked 2 
Company : You can never think it will b< 
any Relief to you then, to have your Af 
fociates around you, to have themprefeni 
there, tho' you can now make a Shirt thrc 
their Prefence, Example and Encourage 
neat, to free your felves from your Inwarc 
Torments, by a ftupid non-Attention ft 
the Suggeftions of your own Minds ? fiai 

8. And 1 fhall fay no more. Do yot 
think fuch Society us thfc frill hepleafinj 
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to you, when you (hall be chaui'dup k 
Dtcer Darkoels, wkh them, among Devils 
and damned Spirits? Do you thixik their 
Shiieks and Out-cries and defpairing La- 
mentations, will tend to the Qyietjai 
your enraged Confidences, or the ftifltng 
your Groans / Do you think they'll be th^n 
able or willing to ad minifter any of their 
Ancient Cordials for your Relief? No, let 
me tell you, all (inful pleafing Obje&s will 
be then remov'd far away from your Sight 
and Reach; You'll have nothing to grati- 
fy Appetites and Paflions, nothing to di- 
vert from the uneafy Reproaches of your 
own Thoughts, nothing to flop out thp 
Notfe and frightful Din of their Groan?* 
and raging Out-cries: Nay, throughout 
Eternity, will you rave at them, and they 
wkh the mod vcneoious Spite return your 
Reproaches upon you,fo that you 11 be for 
ever curfing and tearing each other, with 
the highcft Malignity of enraged Spirits. 
OH Sirs, you cant conceive how thp 
?cry Sight of each other then will terri- 
fy, how much you wou'd thenlhun each other* 
Sight if you could; and when you cannot, 
how much 'twill whet your raging Paflj- 
ons, and provoke you to wreck on each 
other the moft devililb Spite. Every Re- 
flection upon a Seafon of Pleafure you en- 
jay'd together, in the former Courfe of 
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pur Life, will (harpenydur Rage againft 
«ach other ; the dearer you were to each 
other in Life, the more pleas 'd with each 
others Company, the more hateful will you 
be then* the more dreaded and abhorr d« 
1^ Itf Alas! Can you think that fwhenGODs 
t7/2g. "Wrath (hall be there pour'd forth upon 
you to the uttermoft, and you (hall reel 
the flaming Ruins brought upon you, by 
a Courfe of Sin) you will be able to avoid 
theft mutual Upbraidings, and Vexations t 
No, certainly when you confider how much 
your mutual Converft contributed to that 
your Mifery, and haften'd you away the 
more pleafantly, and certainly thither, 
r twill be impoflible to efcape each others 
Reproaches and Injuries, each others vene- 
mous Laflies and Tortures. You'll then 
faint, and die, at each others Sight, as you 
now languifh for it, as much fhun as you 
court the Company : But you would nerer 
willingly whilft alive, and you (hall then 
be confin'd to them, and for erer be tor- 
mented, exafperated, and flung with their 
raging Reproaches, Mifchiefs and Tor- 
tures. 

A N D can you yet have Courage to con- 
tinue the Aflbciates of wicked Fools? Can 
you be content, for the Enjoyment of their 
Company, to run all thefe Hazards, and thus 
expofe your felires ?Expofe your felves to the 
tt«a/y Checks aad Ktptaadfct* q&i*K Con- 
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fdences, whilit you live, awakened by the 
Calamities and raging Deaths of your Com- 
panions ! Expofe your felves to the Wrath 
of G O D when you die, and to that Shame 
and Confuflon of Face which willfeize you 
in the General Judgment before the whole 
World, for your Choice of fuch Society ! 
And finally expofe you to the everlafting 
Malice and Rage of your now dearefl Af- 
fociaces (and that grown molt venomous 
and deadly ) in a future Hell ! Then you are 
worfe than mad, and pad the Reach of all v 
Argument. But I hope GOD will by 
thefe Confideracions, awaken fome, and 
bring them to a ferious Enquiry, what 
maft be done for their Elcape from the Coa- 
tagion,and the Danger : And for fuch 1 iub- 
joyn the following Directions. 

Dir. i. GO away, and humbly con- 
fefs unto GOD, deplore before him, and 
earneftly beg Pardon from him, for the 
Sin you have been guilty of, in choofing 
and delighting in the Company of wicked 
Fools. I don't mean barely that you ftiould 
go into the Prefence of G O D, and tell him 
that you have thus finfully play'd the Fool; 
But endeavour firfn of all, by a fcrious and 
thoughtful Consideration of the Madnefs 
and Sinfulnefs of your paft Courfe, to 
get a Feeling ^thereof, that fo you may 
efteero your ielves exceeding ^iVs* ^^^ 
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Life and Cove i fat ion exceeding fmful, and 
may thereupon go to G O D, and with deep 
Compun&ion and Grief of Heart, with 
the lowed Humility and debafing Senfe of 
your Selves,, with the molt hateful and an- 
gry Conceptions of your Sin, confefs it to 
him, deplore and lament before him your 
Folly, Madnefs, and Tranfgreflian, that 
you fhould id fuch a Manner di (honour him, 
waft your precious Time, to the great Hurt 
of your own Souls, to the Damage, Hard- 
iring, nay (perhaps) the eternal Ruin of 
fome of your Companions, whom GOD 
may have hurried away in his juft Wratht 
iince you have had an Intimacy with the 
Society. 

AN D oh ! earneftly pray to G O D, that 
for Chrift's fake, he would pardon tbefe 
heinous and vile Offences of yours. Beg 
that he would blot out your very.foul Tranf- 
gre Dions, that he would not charge them 
. on you, to your utter Ruin, as you have 
1 deferv'd, but that according to the Molti- 
tudes of his tender Mercies in Chrift, be 
would receive you, and welcome you, as 
K)or returning Prodigals, willing novr to 
leave the Society, and to give your ielves 
up to him thro' Chrift, to be juftify'd by 
his Blood and Righteoufnefs, and fav'dfroir 
deftrv'd Wrath. And when you have thu< 
done, it h fa I &o\x\d*dVife you^ 
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Sir. 2. IMMEDIATELY without 
any more Delay, utterly to break off from 
the Society, to renounce them for ever, 
and refolve that you'll never more ufe their 
Familiar Conversation. On all Occaflons 
(uolefs where real Neceffity obliges) fhun 
them, fly from them. You would thus 
abandon the dear eft Intimate, when fick of 
the Plague ; a ad flee for your own Safety. 
Do lb here alio. Defert this ruinous So-* 
ciety at once, and for ever. If you med- 
dle with them again, you expofe your felves 
to the fame, perhaps greater Danger : 
You'll quickly be won by their plaufible 
Pretences and Inflnuations, quickly forget 
all the Terrors you have felt, all ; your 
Griefs and Lamentations, if you come with- 
in their Reach, till you are quite out of 
Danger. Keep them then at the farthefl: 
poffible Dillance: Allow them not your 
Ear, nor any free and pleafiug Conver? 
fation with you; as much as you can, avoid 
all Conversation with them. To a Mind 
truly fenfible of the Evil, and Dagger of 
evil Company, this Advice will feem fb 
realbnable, that every Exception againft it 
will at the firft View, look too frivolous 
to deferve an Anfwer : However, that we 
may fully cle^r ouj- Way, we'll; ppufe a 
little to aafwcr One or Two. 
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YOU'LL fay, perhaps, it is ha 

break offin fo abrupt a Manner trom 

party, we fliall be charg'd with Incn 

and Want of good Breeding. Gra< 

we will withdraw from the Society 

all at once we cannot do it. Let tr 

you, if you yield thus far, we have 

nothing upon youj the treacherous 

i will again get an eafy ^nd a quiet P< 

on of - you; you'll very quickly be i 

faft to the Soeiety as ever. And yoi 

covery afterward will be much mor< 

cult than now, if ever GOD fhould 

give you a Senle of your Danger, anc 

immediately upon your Return to the 

pany, give you up for defperatc. And ! 

ask you, would you reckon it uncivil, 

you make an hafty Efcape from a mad 

panion, that with a drawn Sword att 

ed your Life . ? Or would you in meet 

Nature, expofe your felf in his Con 

and hazard your own Murther? And 

would not thus in Civility venture 

Life, will you yet venture your Sou 

^ lg Eternal Mifery. Be perfwaded to 

[i/ 4 * Solomon's Advice j Enter not into the j 

the Wickfd^ go not into the Way of ev 

erij avoid *>, Pafs not by it % turn J 

and p*fs away. 

AGAIN you'll fay, but alas w 
be laught at, and fcocti'd by ou r C 
on*, they'll dtolV uyw& \x% *sA \> 
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the Matter of their fportive Mirth. But 
is this indeed an Evil to be dreaded? Who 
would not defpife the Laughter of a Fool 
or mad-Man? And why is it thefe Men 
[ laugh ? But becaufe they are blinded by 
the Devil, and lee not their Danger.- 
And is the Scoffing Mirth of fuch milera- 
ble mad-Men to be regarded ?. But befides, 
it is really little better than Madnefs to 
make this Objection } for which is moft for- 
midable, the Mirth of wicked Fools, or 
the Vengeance of the great G OD ? Which 
is the eafhr Calamity, to be laught at 
by them, or to be damn'd for ever / To 
be their Sport for a little while on Earth, 
or in their Company to ridicule what is 
moft Sacred, and then go with them to Hell, 
and in the Bittereft Anguifh of Soul, 
howl there for ever. But 

3. G O to the Depth of the Diftemper, 
be fenfible of your curfed natural Depra- 
vation, and be reftlefs in your felves 'till 
you have obtained of G O D, fan&tfyd 
Hearts. Do not reckon the Cure is effeft- 
ed by your deferring the Society, unlefs 
the Coptagionyou have fuck'd in by their 
Converfe is purg'd out by the Grace of E J- 2 
GOD, and your Souls are new bom 25 ' 2 
thro' his mighty Power," after his Image: CoL * 
Unlefs youareindue'd from o& Hvgjx, m*J\ 
a Gtfpofedae&y and a t>miiY\a?> ^o&^* v 

G 3 * 
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om.%. *,of Spiritual Obje&s, Exercifes and Pi 
.*.*£'• lures •. Until you have an Inward Hab 
i 9 'pbU^ Loathing of every Thing which is" re 
8. pfal ev ^ »"and therefore efpecially of that S< 
. 6. P/tf/..ety which will humour, and gratify, 
7. io.Ro. inftigate, and confirm evil Principles, 
*•?• Inftigations: Until you have a prevail 
Lpve to GOD, and Chrift, and Holin 
and the Heavenly Felicity, and do ( 
Companion of thefe) reckon the Bufii 
of the World meer Dreams and Shado 
and every Thing that is difpleafing 
CjOD and Chrift, and oppofite to 
Life of Faith here, and the Heavenly I 
above, vile, and abominable ; you are 
got out of the~ Reach of Infection by ( 
Company, nor then neither indeed, with 
ferious Caution and Watchfulnefs. 1 
it then be your chief Bulinefs to 
Holy, Spiritual, Heavenly Hearts, P 

ph £.i8. earne ftly to GOD thro* Chrift for t 
And oh, don't give over praying, 'till ] 
find fuch Sprirituality and Heavenlinefs 
become the reigning Temper of your Min 
Mil (from a prevailing Relifti of mi 
better Things) you do as much abhor d 
linful Society, as ever heretofore- you 
lued and" lov'd, and made Choice of 
'till you can converfe with GOD in ! 
litude, with hi* Saints, about the gr 
* Things of his Kingdom, with much gn 
& Pfwfwt and Yre^ova xtatv tsfe ^<yi \ 
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their Company. In one Word, be at no 
Reft in your Selves, give GOD no Reft, but 
even weary him with your Prayers, 'till 
your Soul is pleafedly devoted to GOD 
through Chrift, and doth Heartily abhor 
every Thing that is difpleafing to him. 
And then thro' his Grace with the Ex- 
ercife of a due Vigilancy, you are likely to 
efcape the perilous Snares of evil Company. 
And when the Matter is brought to this 
profperous lflue, it is fit to advife you, ' 

4. T O labour with true Chriftian Pity 
and Earneftnefs to fetch off, as many as 
you can influence, from the contagions 
and ruinous Society. Labour hard r with 
GOD in your Prayers for them, and re- 
member, that if G O D by his Grace, hath 
fav'd you from the Mifery and Ruin which 
your C&mpany with them threatned, that It 
is a Piece of Juftice you owe them, to do 
fomewhat for their Converfion, whom by 
your Prefence and Example, you have per- 
haps brought over, and faften'd to the 
Society, or encoorag'd to continue among 
them, and fin with them. Do what you 
can then, to warn them of their Danger, 
to conviodfe them of the real Difference 
in Point of Safety, Honour, Advantage, 
and Pleafore, between the Brutifh, Carnah 
Wordly., -Carelefs Life they do yet lead, 
and you once liv'd with then^ awd ttes. ;. 

G + _ ^sfctt 
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Holy, Humble, Self-denying, Spiritual, 
Heavenly Life, which through the migh- 
ty Power of Divine Grace, you have been 
perfwaded and enabled to live, life your 
utmoft Art and Perfwafion to draw them 
from the Society of evil Doers, and pre- 
vail upon them to taft and fee how good 
G O D is, and how much more Manly, 
Flealing, Glorious, his Service is, than 
the bafe Servitude of Luft, and the De- 
vil's Drudgery : How much more Noble,En- 
, tertaining Converle 'tis to talk of the great 
Matters of the Chriftian Life, the great 
and good Things the Chriftian hopes for, 
than of the grofler Pleafures of Senfe, the 
empty, trifling, unconcerning Prattle, in 
which unfali&ified and wicked Companions 
fpend their Time. And pray earnestly 
that GOD would give a Bleffing to your 
Endeavours for the Recovery of your Com- 
panions. My 

2 Exbor. Is to fuch as have yet efca- 

ed wicked Company. 1 meatn fuch as is 

grofly and fcandaloufly fuch. Oh Sirs, be 

perfwaded to avoid fuch ruinous Society 

as this } keep out of Reach, and as much 

as you can, (bun all Converfe with fucb ; 

and never be with them but in Cafes of 

Neceffity. Especially let me advife the 

Y O U T H to (nun fuch Contagious and ro- 

icous Converfe 1 cau^ t&vek ^w\ to ^vl- 
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ling at once to be ruin'd as to both Worlds, 
nor can any with their Eyes open, leap 
into everlafting Mifery. No, the Devil 
knows this, and as much as he can hides 
the Danger : He hath an Art to blind Mens 
£yes,and charm them into a non- Attendance 
to the Mifery before them, and fo deftroys 
though tie fs and unwary Souls. He docb 
not open td their View the Flames of Hell, 
that would fcare them from fwallowing his 
Bates, and hearken to his ruinous Perfwa- 
fions: But he ftrews the Way thither with 
Flowers, inftigates by proper Baits and 
Objects,their Carnal Minds,perfwades them 
to follow the Impulfe of depraved Appe- 
tites and Paflions, and to ufe thole Methods 
hat will gratify and enrage tbefc Appetites; 
md fo leads them forward blindly to ever- 
afting Ruin. But Sirs, let me perfwade 
ou to be-think your (elves, whether we 
lave not fairly reprefented the dangerous 
Tendency of evil Company. And can 
ou dare to choofe and prefer it, when 
he Danger is fo certain and nnavoida- 
le ! Let me ask you if you felt ^ Natural 
nftinS, urging you over a Precipice, eye- 
y Time you came near one, or perfwading 
ou to plunge into the Water and drown 
our felves, ever Time you flood on the 
hore, would you not check the dangerous 
nftinft, and avoid carefully all fuch Rocks 
cjd Shores, would you not ^wj waeftbf 
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to GOD for Deliverance from thedeftru- 
ftive Injpulfe ? And will ye not do the fame 
ita the prefent Cafe, where Native Cor- 
ruption advifes you to plunge forward into 
endlefs Flames, and pnfhes you into that 
JSpciety that will help forward your ever- 
laftingRuin? Will you not check this pow- 
erful Propenlion of corrupt Nature, avoid 
the Society and feek to G O D for a Ca^ 
for a Deliverance from the Danger of fuch 
innate Perfwafion ? Yes Sirs, be perfwaded 
to labour hard, 'till you feel your Souls fan- 
dtified and renewed by Grace, have given 
Up your felves to GOD thro' Chrift, and 
are become in a prevailing Manner, fuited 
(Q the Divine Life and Converfe'. This 
will poife. you, and keep you ileady again ft 
all the Power of wicked Perfwafion, no- 
thing elfe will: *Tis Grace alone that will 
eftablifli the Heart. And by all Means 
keep out of the Influence of fuch wicked 
Fools. Adjoyn your fefves to the Com- 
pany of fuch as have a Savour of real Re- 
ligion, and difcover it in their Converfati* 
on, prize Acquaintance with them, delight 
in them, and rather choofe Retirement anc 
Solitude, than the hurtful Converfation ol 
the wicked. And tho' this may feem an 
hard Injunction to fuch as are young, and 
feel very powerful Propeufions to Soci- 
ety, yet I fuppofe I need not ask then] 
Aether they are willing tt> be damn'd 
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for Company. Nor when I have proposxl 
that Queftion, need I fay any moretoevt- 
dence the Reafon and Seafonablenefs of 
this Advice. 

IN a Word, be perfwaded to labour 
"far the Cure of natural Corruption, for a 
Reconciliation to G O D thro Chrift, 
forSan&ified, Holy, Heavenly Hearts and 
Frames Keep out of the dangerous So- 
ciety of the Wicked, 'till you haveobtain'd 
this at the Hands of GOD, and then I'll 
truft you for your future Converfe : Incli- 
nation, and a cautious Concern for your 
felves, will then operate together with the 
Grace of God, to prevent your Infeftion. 
And let the certain Truth of what we 
have fet before you, be us'd by you, as a 
conftant Motive to enforce tWs Advice. 
Once more 

3. Exhor; TO true Believers. Such 
1$ are in a prevailing Degree fan&ified. 
\smncb as you can,avoidFamiliarky with the 
kVicked,Indeed as far as juftifiable Worldly 
Jnfinefs, as far as true Human Friend(hip 
with Safety to themfclves, and a Salve 
o the Honour of GOD) will plead for 
uch Converfe, I have nothing to objeft 
gainft it. But few upon Enquiry will find 
helc are the only Motives to their Con- 
rerfe. Few but will upon a due Exami- 
lation, J>p found guilty of a freer Con- 
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verfation, and greater Compliance, thai 
can be honeftly accounted tor, on theft 
Principles. 

YOU who are guilty then, be perfwa- 
ded to humble your felves before GOD 
that you have been too ready to go iatc 
the Company, before Reafon advisM there- 
to, too free in the Company after once 
you wereenter'd. And oh /be more cau- 
tious and wary for the future. Keep up 
a ftri&er Watch, that you may not ven- 
ture into the Society, but for juftificable 
Ends-, that when you are with them, you 
nay comply no farther than is allowable by 
the ftfict Rules of your Profeffion. Ill 
only urge this Advice with a few Motives, 
and conclode* 

Mot. i. THE Honour of G O D re- 
quires your great Care in this Cafe. Ic 
is next to impoflible to be in fome Com- 
pany, and not be Witnefles to their high 
Provocations and Affronts of the Great 
Majefty of Heaven and Earth : And an a 
Chriftian with a due Regard to GO D's 
Honour, mingle with fijeh Society, and 
have a free Converfe with them any far- 
ther than there is fiat Neceflity for k I 
But however the Chriftian's Profeffion ob- 
liges him to have fuch a Regard to his 
own Con verfation, awi mVs. & catefullj 
as to maaifefc ia \\U n*\\o\* fe&mVm<t 
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;rcat Reverence of G O D, Zeal for his 
jlory, and Concern co pleafe him, which 
ie can never certify by a familiar Gonverfc 
mh the Wicked. HexlifhonoursGOD 
:hen by coo free a Conversion with them, 
by a too great Readinefs to joyn their 
Company, or continue therein, when upon 
jaftinahle Occafions he is with them \ and 
much more by (hewing any Pleafedneft 
with their Converfe and Behaviour, and 
therefore fhould avoid it. 

2. YOUR own Souls chief Intereft re-* 
quires alfb your Care in this Refpeft. Yoa 
carry corrupt Natures about with youi thai •' 
are in Danger of Infe&ion from evil Com- 
pany. You will eafily take a Carnal Tindture 
from Carnal Society, grow light and vain 
if you accompany with fuch, and you may 
Gafily perceive what a Difrelifh of ferious 
and (acred Things is left upon your Mind, 
after fuch Converle, and how much His 
therefore your Concern to fhun the So- 
ciety* if you would preferve a ferious Frame 
>f Spirit. And tho* this Influence fhould 
tot prevail to your Seduftion into a Courfe 
>f Sin,( the Principle of Grace within for- 
bidding that, ) yet it may retard your Pro* 
gre(s towards Glory, and flacken your Pace, 
flatten your Tafl of Spiritual Things, make 
you more liftlefs and indifferent th&a Y oa 
liould be, (than otherwlfe ^0^1 \*o\i\k\*^ 



to the Things of GOD; and fo p 
great Hindrance, and in G O D's juft 
meat* a great Difquiet to you in you; 
ncy. So that you evidently hurt your 
by fuch a Gonverfe. 

j. You'll prejudice thole alfo with 
you converfe. They'll encourage ther 
ill their wicked Courfe, when they ha 
f<X their free Aflbciates. Nor can yo 
gine how much 'twill help forward 
cious Inciinacion in them, to have tti 
hivpftce of any that are truly < 
and ' much more to have them foi 
Abettors : Nay, but the Company 
who makes a ftri&er Profeflion than 
{elves, thp' they are really as grea 
mics to the Inward Life and Power 
ligion, will very much encourage t 
grow ' more Bold and Licentious, 
fancy fuch a Perfon's Prefence will 
fandtify the great ell Villanies, or t 
excufe them. And is it not then th 
cern of every truly Godly Perfon, ti 
the Society, out ot Pity and Char 
thefe Self-Deftroyers, when they'l 
Cich an ill life of his being there 
more, and 1 have done. 

■ 

4. It would be proper for the CI 
ibmetimes to th'uvk feuoudy with 1 
ivhat if GOD fam\& ca\s&**&&> 
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fu'ch Society as this, to Judgment! What 

if 1 fhould be immediately arretted whilft 

1 am there,and carry 'd away to the Bar of my 

Lord! How could I anfwer for my afloat. 

ating with them ? What Account fhould I 

give for my Coming into the Company^ 

or my Behaviour there? Will the Motives 

and Principles that brought me thither, 

and kept me there, endure to befcan'dby 

him ? Did we live more in View of this 

Tribunal, we fhould be more careful and 

exaft in ordering our Con ver fat ion ; fhou'd 

more adjuft our Thoughts and Anions to 

the Prescriptions of God's Holy Word* 

and avoid thereby a great many Errors 

and Miftakes in our Conduft, efcape a great 

many Mi [chiefs and Dangers to* which 

we otherwife expofe both our felves and 

others. . ) 

Many more Motives might beus'dto 

prefs this Advice : but 1 (hall conclude all 

with the Words of the Apoftle Paul^ Be % cor, 

not unequally yoked together with "Unbelievers^ 14, ij 

For what Communion hath Righteoufnefs with l 7* 

ZJnrighteoufnefs, or Light with Darknefs f Or 

what Concord hath Chrifi with Belial? And 

what Agreement hath the Tem\le of God with 

Idols ? Wherefore come out from among tbem 7 

faith the Lord } and be ye J'eperatt '^ And touch- 

w\ the unclean Thing. 

FINIS. 
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